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Briana Fennell, a freshman 
music business major, was one 
of several who performed on 
Sept. 10 at the Conaway Center 
at 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
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Columbia is known for welcom-ing students to the college in fun, eccentric and creative 
ways. Welcome Week, Vice President 
of Student Success Mark Kelly’s 
famed “Hell yeah!” Liturgy and 
Convocation encourage students to 
embrace their campus. 
Some Chronicle staff members 
will not recall such easy-breezy 
memories of their first week of the 
school year, however, thanks to new 
interview policies that have not been 
so welcoming. 
Our Campus reporters are ambi-
tious, hard-working young journal-
ists who strive to cover the college’s 
goings-on with accuracy and per-
sistence. Many of our stories require 
interviews with some of the college’s 
top administrators, and we have his-
torically worked hard to orchestrate 
such interviews efficiently, respect-
ing administrators’ time. 
But a spokesperson said that our 
reporters no longer can reach out to 
administrators directly, which they 
have been allowed to do in the past, 
citing time management concerns. 
The spokesperson promised that this 
new process would not stop inter-
views from taking place. However, 
the new process has made it signifi-
cantly more arduous for Chronicle 
reporters to get in contact with the 
sources they need to report fully-de-
veloped stories. 
For their part, some adminis-
trators have been cooperative and 
helpful to The Chronicle, consis-
tently making sure we get what we 
need from them. Last year, President 
and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim met with 
our management team on multiple 
occasions. Senior Vice President and 
Provost Stan Wearden also made 
himself available more than once last 
year and Vice President of Student 
Success Mark Kelly is always quick 
to respond to The Chronicle’s calls. 
That being said, it seems sense-
less that a college would make 
communicating with its own student 
newspaper so troublesome. These 
tactics are touted as efforts to better 
schedule interviews, but they delay 
opportunities for students to do their 
jobs correctly and keep the campus 
community informed. 
The administration can justify 
making outside media jump through 
such hoops, but creating these 
obstacles for its own journalism 
students is not helpful to the students 
or the larger college community. 
Meanwhile, when our reporters do 
get an interview with an administra-
tor, they at times face undue hostility. 
During the first week of school, one 
higher-up reminded a reporter of her 
status at the college. 
“In the context of this interview, I’m 
an interviewee and you’re the inter-
viewer, but I’m an administrator and 
you’re a student,” the administrator 
said. The Chronicle staff is committed 
to carrying out the best journalism 
possible, but we can’t do that without 
access to those with needed infor-
mation. The administration should 
rethink its communication strategies 
and support opportunities for us to 
fulfill our mission. We are hopeful 
that these issues will improve as the 
year goes on and that the college will 
remember that some of the student 
journalists  currently getting the run-
around will soon be the next genera-
tion of Columbia alumni—individuals 
certainly worth communicating with 
more effectively.
» kyra senese  
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Early enrollment numbers suggest 
deeper cuts on the horizon 
Associate Vice President of Budget, Planning & Analysis 
Cindy Gonya (left) and Vice President of Business Affairs 
and CFO Michelle Gates explained to the Faculty Senate 
at its May 8th meeting that the FY16 budget would be 
revisited before the Fall 2016 Semester to be adjusted 
for the college’s final enrollment numbers. Now, the 
college is facing additional cuts after early enrollment 
numbers show that Columbia fell short of its projected 
fall enrollment.
THE COLLEGE IS facing another round of 
budget cuts for the 2015–2016 fiscal year, 
as early enrollment numbers suggest 
Columbia is “way off” its projected fall 
enrollment, said Stan Wearden, senior 
vice president and provost at the Sept. 11 
Faculty Senate meeting. 
“We either have the money or we don’t, 
and we have to make those adjustments 
accordingly,” Wearden said.
Although adjustments to the FY16 bud-
get are coming, Wearden said the severity 
of them will depend on where enrollment 
figures fall when finalized.
“The sooner we can get accurate enroll-
ment data and therefore accurate budget 
data, the more we can engage other people 
in [conversations]. I want that to happen,” 
Wearden said. “I hate having to do things 
like this. It drives me crazy.”
According to faculty notes obtained from 
the Aug. 19 all-faculty forum, President and 
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim told attendees that 
last spring the college budgeted for 9,333 
students, but the college may not reach that 
number and could potentially be down as 
many as 500 students. The rolling count 
last week, as published by the college, is 
not ready to be made public yet.
Bruce Sheridan, chair of the Cinema Art + 
Science Department, said the college deans 
alerted chairs of the potential cuts on Aug. 
31, instructing them to complete revised 
budgets to prepare for potential cuts.
“My feeling is that we are not being 
rushed on it,” Sheridan said. “It is a short 
period of time to work on it, but [now we 
are] prepared for what the final reality 
[will be].”
This is not the first round of cuts made to 
the 2015–2016 budget. As reported March 
2 by The Chronicle, the college took a new 
approach to the budgeting process this 
year, setting firm targets to cut collegewide 
spending.
However, the school has previously 
advised the faculty about the possibility 
of further budget changes. As reported 
May 11 by The Chronicle, Michelle Gates, 
CFO and vice president of Business 
Affairs, explained at the May 8 Faculty 
Senate meeting that the budget would be 
revisited in the Fall 2015 Semester for 
adjustments based on the final enroll-
ment numbers.
Sheridan said in his department, no aca-
demic concentration makes sense unless 
completely integrated with other concen-
trations, making his situation unique. He 
said, for example, directors work with each 
field of practice, such as camera operators, 
editors and writers, who all rely on each 
other to complete their jobs—otherwise 
production cannot happen.
“The upside is we can manage these 
kinds of things by spreading [cuts] across 
the whole operation,” Sheridan said. “The 
downside is it generally affects production 
[and] the amount of filmmaking that we 
can undertake.”
Sherwood Community Music School 
also endured substantial budget cuts 
during the 2014–2015 academic year. 
Robert Tenges, executive director of 
Sherwood, said making those cuts was 
difficult, but it made the center stron-
ger. He said he expects to have a similar 
experience with this year’s cuts.
“While I know [these new cuts] are 
painful and some of them are very deep, I 
have not heard anything come out of [the 
administration’s] mouths that wasn’t spo-
ken without being viewed through the lens 
of student experience,” Tenges said.
Ken Daley, chair of the English 
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Department, said he does not anticipate 
the department’s cuts being too severe, 
adding that he does not expect to have to 
cut any staff or faculty or make any drastic 
changes to student services.
Sheridan said he is concerned that the 
college administration will handle the 
budget in this manner every year. He 
said he thinks the college can manage 
it this time but does not want to repeat 
this process going forward for any future 
budget concerns.
“[The college] can only plan one year to [the 
next] because of enrollment,” Sheridan said. 
“But what we really need is bigger, notable 
plans over longer periods of time that we 
can vary and choose from, depending on 
[The college] can only plan one year to the 
next because of enrollment. But what we really 
need is bigger, notable plans over long periods 
of time that we can vary and choose from.
— Bruce Sheridan
how things pan out. I really don’t think we 
can do this just by going year to year.”
As of press time, chairs Susan Imus of 
the Creative Arts Therapies Department, 
Carol Rozansky of the Education 
Department and Pantelis Vassilakis of 
the Audio Arts & Acoustics Department 
declined to comment. Chairs Barbara 
Calabrese of the Radio Department, 
Joseph Cancellaro of the Interactive Arts 
& Media Department, Tim Cozzens of the 
Design Department, Peter Fitzpatrick of 
the Photography Department and Jeff 
Schiff of the Fashion Studies Department 
could not be reached for comment.
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
CAMPUS
 The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
 1014 S. Michigan Avenue
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s
Monday September 14
Guitar Student Convocation 12:00 pm
(Mandatory for all Guitar Students)
Wednesday September 16
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series 12:00 pm
At the Conway Center
Doug Lofstrom's Sabbatical Concert 7:30 pm
Thursday September 17
Student Piano Recital 1 at the Sherwood 7:00 pm
Friday September 18
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby* 12:00 pm
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood * 12:00 pm
Classical Guitarist Alan Juarez at the Sherwood 7:00 pm
*Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
CAMPUS
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“HELLO MY NAME is Arley, my pro-
nouns are they/them/theirs,” 
reads a poster that now hangs in 
several Columbia buildings.
The hanging of these posters is 
one of many actions being taken 
by the Office of LGBTQ Culture 
& Community as part of its new 
Gender Inclusive Initiative, 
launched to “increase awareness, 
access to resources and affirma-
tion for diverse gender identities 
and expressions” on campus, 
according to the office’s page on 
Columbia’s website.
The initiative includes personal 
name and pronoun awareness, an 
increased number of all-gender 
bathrooms on campus, gender 
inclusive housing options and 
additional educational resources 
on LGBT related topics, according 
to the web page.
“In an effort to welcome stu-
dents in the most inclusive pos-
sible manner and to honor who a 
student identifies as, we decided 
these were the next steps,” said 
Kari Sommers, associate dean of 
Student Life.
Columbia joins other univer-
sities such as Harvard and the 
University of California, Berkeley 
in creating a formal initiative 
toward gender inclusiveness, 
according to their websites and 
college spokespeople.
Personal or preferred pronouns 
are defined as words such as “he,” 
“she” or “they” that people can use 
to identify themselves and have 
others identify them with, said Lex 
Lawson, coordinator of the Office 
of LGBTQ Culture & Community.
“Columbia is supporting us and 
the [LGBT] community, and it val-
idates our presence on campus,” 
said Carson Ruta, a junior cul-
tural studies major and president 
of Common Ground, the college’s 
LGBT and ally student organi-
zation. “There are a lot of people 
who use pronouns that you might 
not expect.”
According to Lawson, this ini-
tiative should start to normalize 
asking and using the appropriate 
names and pronouns for everyone 
at the college.
“Knowing somebody’s name and 
knowing somebody’s pronouns are 
just things you should know about 
a person. They are things that are 
good to know in order to respect a 
situation,” said Lazzlo Jenkins, a 
senior design major.
Knowing somebody’s name 
and their pronoun might just be 
one step, but it is a monumental 
one, Jenkins added. 
In the classroom setting, the 
recognition of preferred pro-
nouns by faculty members is 
important, Ruta said.
» arabella breck  
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Students: ‘Gender Initiative 
a step in right direction’
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Knowing somebody’s name and knowing 
somebody’s pronouns are just things 
you should know about a person.
— Lazzlo Jenkins
There are currently 18 
buildings on campus with all-
gender restrooms, according 
the college’s website 
September 26, 2015
Venue SIX10
610 South Michigan Avenue
PRESENTED BY:
SPONSORED BY:
Pete Holmes
Kyle Kinane
Liza Treyger
Tickets available at:
chicagomag.com/culturefestival
PRESIDENT
KWANG-WU KIM
STUDENT OFFICE HOURS
IS PLEASED TO OFFER
FOR THE FALL 2015 SEMESTER
You must be available within a
10:00 a.m. − 11:40 a.m. window.
Please RSVP for a date
Do you have a suggestion about how to make Columbia better?
Want to share your story and experience with President Kim?
Appointments are 20 minutes and are held in President Kim’s ofce,
 on the 5th oor of 600 South Michigan.
September 18
October 9
November 20
December 11
To register for a slot, please look for tweets from 
@StudentLoop, @kwkimcolumbia,
or the https://www.facebook.com/CCCstudentloop
Space is limited so register today!
Limit one slot per student.
If you have any questions, please contact
officeofthepresident@colum.edu
CAMPUS
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STUDENTS GATHERED IN the 
Conaway Center of the 1104 S. 
Wabash Ave. Building laughing, 
singing and cheering on various 
acts to commence Big Mouth, the 
first in a series of open mic nights 
occurring throughout the year. 
Many of the performers were 
returning students, but the show 
featured freshmen as well. 
“The audience was encouraging 
to the first-years and made them 
feel comfortable and welcome,” 
said Ian Valiente, a junior busi-
ness & entrepreneurship major 
and president of the Student 
Programming Board, the student 
group that hosted the event.
Big Mouth performers included 
Mr. Wall Street, Ethan Johnson, 
Limitless and Independent. 
Valiente said Charlie Curtis-Beard 
featuring Human Bloom, a group 
he described as “versatile,” was 
the headlining band after being 
first runners-up at last semester’s 
Biggest Mouth on April 23.
Performers spanned genres from 
hip-hop to spoken word. Valiente 
said the SPB arranged to appeal to 
the various musical tastes of the 
crowd. He said the SPB is actively 
looking for more diverse acts for 
future competitions.
Aaron Branch, a sophomore the-
atre and business & entrepreneur-
ship double major and the event’s 
emcee, said he enjoyed hosting the 
event and the atmosphere among 
the performers and the audience.
“I like the way people interacted 
with each other,” Branch said. “It 
was fun and games.”
Branch said he likes performing 
for students because they are his 
own age, and he can get away with 
a lot of jokes because he knows they 
will appreciate the humor.
Jayson Acevedo, a senior inter-
disciplinary radio and adver-
tising major who performed a 
comedy act, said he has been 
performing since his freshman 
year and has also hosted Big 
Mouth in the past. He said the 
majority of his comedy routine 
was improvised.
“I told myself to just let loose, 
have fun and whatever happens, 
happens,” he said. “I want to help 
[the audience] momentarily for-
get all the unpleasantness that 
they may be going through in 
their lives. Ultimately, I think 
it’s just a message of self-con-
fidence and an opportunity for 
people to realize that they can 
do anything.”
He said it was always nice to 
perform for incoming students 
because he never knows what their 
reactions will be.
Catherine Sakkos, a sophomore 
business & entrepreneurship 
major who attended the event, said 
she appreciated the atmosphere 
created by performers and audi-
ence members alike.
“It was a very open environ-
ment,” Sakkos said.
Acevedo said for the first perfor-
mance of the semester, it was good 
to be back in a welcoming and open 
performance environment.
“Anything here is considered 
art,” Acevedo said. “Columbia 
crowds are open to anything, and 
they’re willing to go on a journey 
with you and hold on for the ride.”
» carolyn bradley  
CAMPUS REPORTER
First Big Mouth 
yields big turnout
 cbradley@chroniclemail.com
Big Mouth’s open mic night offered 
diversity in its performances and 
featured spoken word, comedy 
and music including student 
acts across various majors.
» PHOTOS BY SANTIAGO  COVARRUBIAS
Check out the first Big Mouth of the semester » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
“Having taught for many years 
myself, and having been a victim 
of course changes, I understand 
the frustration,” Wearden said. 
Wearden attributed the 
problem to the college’s lack 
of a differentiated registra-
tion process. Many students 
are not educated clearly on the
CAMPUS
FACULTY MEMBERS VOICED frus-
trations about the timing of class 
cancellations and stressed the need 
for an earlier registration period 
during the Faculty Senate’s Sept. 
11 meeting. 
“It is definitely one of the many 
things, process-wise, that we need 
to fix here,” said Stan Wearden, 
senior vice president and provost.
Many faculty senators said the 
college must create a better time-
table for registration, so when their 
classes are changed, faculty have 
more time to prepare—especially 
important to adjunct profes-
sors,  who have their income cut 
because of last-minute course 
cancellations. 
Joan Giroux, parliamentarian 
of Faculty Senate and an associ-
ate professor in the Art + Design 
Department, said she worries that 
students do not have enough time 
» lauren kostiuk 
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Senators seek answers from administration about problems during first week of semester
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to find a replacement class, affect-
ing their graduation path.
“I do think it would be great if 
we could establish a clear calendar 
that is fairly set,” Giroux said.
Starting in the Fall 2017 
Semester, the college will not allow 
students to register late, Wearden 
said. 
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A Traditional French Brasserie
on Michigan Ave
A modern and casual destination for breakfast,
lunch and dinner, as well as weekend brunch,
Brasserie’s menu options range from American
classics to authentic French favorites.
800 S Michigan Ave  |  Chicago, IL 60605  |  312.431.1788
brasseriebylm.com                             
CAMPUS
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At the social, students will be 
able to network with fitness 
professionals, said Stephanie 
Burda, senior television major.
STUDENTS WILL HAVE the oppor-
tunity to begin “sweat-working” 
with their peers and local busi-
ness representatives starting this 
fall semester.
The Fitness Center will host its 
first wellness social Sept. 18, said 
Mark Brticevich, coordinator of 
Fitness, Athletics & Recreation.
The event, organized to pro-
mote healthy living at Columbia, 
is scheduled to take place at 6 
p.m. at Stage Two in the 618 S. 
Michigan Ave. Building. There 
will representatives from local 
gyms and vendors, guest speakers 
and a comedian at the event, said 
Stephanie Burda, a senior televi-
sion major who helped organize the 
event with the Fitness Center staff.
“This is our first event like this,” 
Burda said. “It’s less of a fair than it 
is a social and a networking event.
Columbia students love network-
ing. We’re calling it a ‘sweat-work-
ing’ wellness social because we 
want professionals to have con-
versations with students, so we 
can build fitness and wellness.”
Representatives from Chiro 
One, a South Loop chiropractic 
office at 1101 S. Canal St. will be 
available to offer stress assess-
ments, posture screenings and 
spinal checks for attending stu-
dents, according to Felicia Lee, a 
business development represen-
tative from Chiro One.
A Chiro One representative 
will also speak about posture 
and neck problems that students 
might develop from frequent use 
of phones or computers, Lee said.
“We have worked with Columbia 
to do health and wellness events for 
other student organizations that 
have gone well, so we have seen the 
students are interested in getting 
health information,” Lee said. 
Representatives from the 
American Liver Foundation, 
National Kidney Foundation and 
American Cancer Society will also 
attend the event to talk to students 
about health, according to Burda. 
The event will be catered by 
Protein Bar and other food vendors 
providing gluten-free and vegan 
options, Lee said.
“We want these professionals to 
have conversations with students 
so we can build fitness, wellness 
and all of these concepts as very 
relatable and more accessible,” 
Burda said. 
The comedian scheduled for the 
event, Jayson Acevedo, is set to 
perform a stand-up routine related 
to health and wellness. 
“[We want to] try to do it as a 
social where you can actually sit 
down and have a conversation 
with a professional and maybe 
have some guest speakers and 
entertainment,” Brticevich said.
The idea for this wellness social 
came about because—in the opin-
ion of the Fitness Center’s staff—
the wellness fairs held by Student 
Health & Support were unsuccess-
ful in promoting wellness and fit-
ness , according to Brticevich.
“[Burda] came up with the idea 
of making it a social because she 
did not want the students to feel 
like they were going to another 
regular health fair,” Lee said. “She 
wanted them to feel like they were 
going to a fun event.” 
Students have a hard time stick-
ing with healthy habits because they 
do not know enough about wellness, 
adding that she hopes  this event will 
start to change that. 
“[This event] is trying to develop 
more community and get the mes-
sage out to people who maybe hav-
en’t heard it enough,” Brticevich 
said. “To get them to understand 
they deserve to be healthy, they 
can be healthy and being healthy 
doesn’t mean you give up all the 
fun in life.”
» arabella breck 
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Networking out: Fitness 
Center to host wellness social
Theatre students honored at 
international festival
the group’s production for the fes-
tival, according to Jeff Ginsberg, 
an associate professor in the 
Theatre Department, including a 
live performance featuring three 
theatre groups and an Online 
Festival featuring arts present-
ers and performers from around 
the world.
Ginsberg said the projects were 
open to senior students or those who 
have graduated within a year of the 
March 15 submission date.
The festival's live performance 
was created entirely by students 
with no help from an outside direc-
tor or faculty member.
“It was such an exciting piece 
that [Theatre Department] Chair, 
John Green, along with myself 
and other faculty members were 
encouraging them to keep work-
ing in the ways that they were,” 
Ginsberg said.
Hannah Burt, a 2015 theatre 
alumna who participated in both 
projects, said in an email that the 
production, “The United States 
of Amnesia,” originated from a 
performance as an application the 
ensemble did in May 2014 for the 
Chicago Home Theatre Festival, 
a yearly festival occurring in and 
around private homes in Chicago.
Burt said that the performance 
developed through improvisation, 
character research and exploring 
various archetypes of present-day 
American culture.
Ginsberg said “The United 
States of Amnesia” is a politi-
cal piece focusing on America 
at the present moment. He said 
only three other groups had been 
asked to perform in the live com-
ponent. “The Wonderers and 
Other Stories,” is based on Latin 
American culture and integrates 
the physical movement of city life, 
he said.
“It’s chaotic, it’s fun, it’s feverish 
and it’s colorful,” Ginsberg said of 
the second production.
According to Burt, the production 
frequently changes because they 
portray it in a new space each time. 
The actors  do, however, have rituals 
including reviewing text and the 
more complex movements as part 
of the warm up before the show. The 
actors get into costume together and 
help each other with final touches. 
“All eight of us get along very 
well, so the environment before 
a show is full of excitement and 
laughter,” Burt said. “We’ve been 
performing this show in a variety 
of ways so there is less of a worry 
about ‘I hope this works’ and more 
of the curiosity of ‘Let’s see what 
happens tonight!’”
Albert Williams, a senior lec-
turer in the Theatre Department, 
said the festival typically displays 
student work and is for advanced 
students who are entering the 
artistic profession.
“It’s remarkable for us;  we are 
the only Americans who have been 
chosen to appear in this primarily 
European festival sponsored by an 
organization devoted to European 
theatre conservatories,” he said.
Williams said he thinks the 
students' participation in the 
festival will have a positive effect 
on incoming students.
“It will set a standard of excel-
lence and also of adventure and 
risk-taking we hope will carry 
through to the next generation of 
incoming students,” he said.
According to Burt, one of the 
concepts the group stressed before 
coming to the festival was to have 
no expectations and open minds.
“Being here really feels like a 
fairy tale,” Burt said. “We really 
felt, as an ensemble, that the next 
step for us was to perform inter-
nationally, but we never imagined 
it would be like this.”
SEVERAL THEATRE STUDENTS have 
been recognized in the prestigious 
European League of Institutes of 
the Arts's NEW NOW Festival, 
formerly known as NEU/NOW, 
which took place Sept. 9–13 in 
Amsterdam.
Columbia's theatre group is 
the Room | 916 Collective. It was 
recognized among 90 artworks 
from 24 countries. The festival’s 
selected works are chosen from 
five fine arts categories by a jury 
of 15 international experts based 
on how the work engages, contrib-
utes and stimulates the interests of 
its audience, including promoters, 
curators, festival organizers and 
producers, according to the website.
The Room | 916 Collective is 
made of recent Columbia grad-
uates Hannah Burt, Travis Coe, 
Will Greenburg, Rachel Minkoff, 
Emma Ladji, Charles Haumersen, 
Willie Green and Dior Stephens.
Two separate pieces make up 
» carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTER
Room | 916 
Collective 
created a 
sight-specific 
piece where 
the audience 
travels with 
the performers, 
said Associate 
Professor and 
Coordinator 
of the Acting 
Program Jeff 
Ginsberg.
 cbradley@chroniclemail.com
» COURTESY JEFF GINSBERG
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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ANGEL OLSEN  
See the fiery indie rock singer 
perform an intimate set
( and talk about songwriting, life, and Chicago) 
September 26, 2015
Venue SIX10
610 South Michigan AvenuePRESENTED BY:
SPONSORED BY: Tickets available at: chicagomag.com/culturefestival
$15 discount with promo code “CULTUREFEST15”
differences between early reg-
istration, priority registration 
or any of the other registration 
processes that differ from the 
normal registration. 
He added that the college needs 
to improve at reaching out to stu-
dents who do not register on time 
and help them through the process, 
whether the problem is financial 
or academic. 
During the summer, the Office 
of Student Financial Services 
worked with students regarding 
financial holds. The office employ-
ees spent hours calling students 
to discuss financial plans. An ini-
tial 1,000 students with financial 
CAMPUS
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holds dropped to fewer than 100 
because of the efforts put forth by 
the office, Wearden said.
Other senators said they were 
frustrated with the registration 
software, limiting the college 
to one-size-f its-a ll-registra-
tion practices. Wearden said 
the college is investigating new 
software to invest in. 
Sharon Zurek, a senior lecturer 
in the Cinema Art + Science 
Department, said she had two 
advanced classes of eight students 
increase to 12 each. For her classes’ 
final projects, students partner 
with a director, but she only has 
seven directors to 12 students. 
SENATE, FROM PAGE 7   
» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE
Gregory Foster-Rice, president of Faculty Senate and 
associate professor in the Photography Department, 
speaks with senators to discuss the budget, class 
enrollment and other faculty concerns.
“When we add seats, we need 
to understand just how many the 
room will fill, [and] what our cur-
riculum promises to the students,” 
Zurek said.
Eric Scholl, associate chair of 
the Television Department, sug-
gested implementing a system that 
could detect the difference between 
students who have not registered 
because of financial holds and the 
ones who have not registered at all. 
Wearden also discussed the 
recent budget cuts— as reported in 
the article on Page 3—comparing 
the process to fiction writing.
“You make some kind of a fictional 
projection of what the enrollment 
is going to be and hope that projec-
tion is going to be accurate, but our 
models for predicting haven’t been 
strong,” Wearden said. “We are 
getting better at that now. I think 
we will get better about making 
an accurate projection in the first 
place so we don’t have to come back 
and do these fall cuts.”
 lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
We are getting better and better 
about making an accurate projection 
in the first place so we don’t have to 
come back and do these fall cuts.
— Stan Wearden
767 S. State St. 
 Chicago, IL 60605       
 312-583-9100
Hand Cut Fries and Rings
Promotion expires Dec. 30, 2015
Free Fries and Drink when you spend 
$6.66
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NANCY ROURKE: 
DEAF ART+ACTIVIST=ARTIVIST 
 “I CAPTURE TODAY’S SOCIETY THAT NEEDED ATTENTION  
    BECAUSE IT IS LONG OVERDUE.”- N.R. 
EXHIBITIONS  SEPTEMBER 21-24, 10 AM TO 9 PM DAILY
As part of International Deaf Awareness Week, Nancy Rourke will be our artist in residence for the Department of 
American Sign Language at the School of Liberal Arts and Science,Columbia College Chicago. More information about her 
workshop and lecture are on the way!  To request further information contact Nina at ncampbell@colum.edu #columasl
DEPARTMENT OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AT 
THE SCHOOL OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCE  
COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO 
SEPTEMBER 21-24, 10 AM TO 9 PM 
SEPTEMBER 18: 
RECEPTION 7-9PM 
ROOM 101 
33. E. CONGRESS PKWY
EXHIBITIONS 
“I left a class the other day half-
way through because [the pro-
fessor] was not being respectful 
with pronouns,” Ruta said. “It was 
putting me in a harmful situation 
because I was being misgendered.” 
Sommers did not comment 
on Ruta’s specific incident, but 
she said faculty should play an 
important role in implementing 
the initiative.
“Diversity as a pillar is absolutely 
one of the pieces that will directly 
support both faculty and staff in 
initiative will provide an oppor-
tunity for students to be educated 
on LGBT-related topics. 
“I often found myself, as a queer 
person, in positions where I felt 
like I have had to educate peo-
ple,” Walker said. “I am happy 
to do it, but on the other hand, it 
gets repetitive and tiring, and it 
should not be the job of people 
that are questioning.” 
Another goal of the initiative is 
to offer an all-gender restroom in 
every campus building, Ruta said.
The college currently provides 
18 single-use, all-gender restrooms 
CAMPUS
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partnership with our students to 
advance these conversations and 
impact our culture in a positive 
way,” Sommers said. 
Faculty members are important 
in the implementation of the initia-
tive because they are in a position 
of leadership, said Cal Walker,  a 
sophomore theatre major who 
changed their name and pronouns 
through OASIS.
Lawson is trying to integrate 
this initiative into the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion section of the 
collegewide Strategic Plan. 
Walker said they hope this 
open to anyone of any gender iden-
tity or expression to use safely on 
campus, according to the LGBTQ 
Office of Culture & Community 
web page.
This summer, the Campus 
Environment department iden-
tified every single-use restroom 
on campus that could be con-
verted into all-gender restrooms, 
Sommers said.
“Our culture is focused on the 
gender binary, so you have to be 
either male or female,” Lawson 
said. “That excludes people and 
can create unsafe situations.”
Walker said the initiative is an 
exciting step for Columbia to boost 
the visibility of LGBT students. 
With this initiative, Sommers 
said she thinks Columbia is going 
to be a step ahead of other high-
er-education institutions.
“With the continuation of this 
work, we will be leading many 
other institutions,” Sommers said. 
“They will be coming to us in a few 
years to talk about how awesome 
it was and how did we did it and 
that is really exciting.” 
 abreck@chroniclemail.com
GENDER, FROM PAGE 4  
years old and participated in a circus youth 
organization directed by the husband and 
wife duo.
Suskin kept in contact with Greenberg 
and Jenkins for years after they left the 
organization and now—more than 10 years 
later—works in the circus as a tight-wire 
walker and choreographer.
“They are lovely people, and they make me 
want to keep working with them,” she  said.
Albert Williams, a senior lecturer in the 
Theatre Department, said he thinks bring-
ing the circus to the Columbia community 
would benefit students.
“The idea of circus arts is included in 
some of our physical theater training at 
the Theatre Department already, [but] 
Columbia would always benefit from 
any class being added to the curriculum,” 
Williams said.
Midnight Circus’ shows draw more 
than 20,000 people and have raised 
$800,000 in funds that go directly to park 
rebuilding. With the continuation of the 
circus’ expanded tour that started in 2013, 
Greenberg said Midnight Circus hopes to 
hit its goal of a $1 million donation.
Visit midnightcircus.net for ticket and 
location information.
Chicago’s Midnight 
Circus to visit 8 parks 
during next two months
CIRCUSES ARE NOT limited to big tops or 
Las Vegas stages anymore—they are now 
taking over the Chicago Park District. 
Midnight Circus, a Chicago-born circus 
act troupe, is scheduled to travel around 
Chicago in September and October to raise 
money to rebuild park playlots throughout 
the city.
Founded in Chicago in the ’90s, Midnight 
Circus has pushed the boundaries of phys-
ical theater, said Julie Greenberg, artistic 
director and co-founder.
The show—then performed in theaters—
was a primarily acrobatic circus act with 
a narrative. The circus planned to run for 
six weeks but continued running for a year 
because of the response it received, she said.
“There is nothing like it in Chicago, or in 
the country,” Greenberg said.
The circus moved to Europe in 2000 
and performed in Italy and Germany for 
a couple of years in festivals, where the 
show became somewhat of an improv per-
formance. The opening number was the 
only part of the show the troupe rehearsed, 
Greenberg said.
When Greenberg and her husband, Jeff 
Jenkins, decided to return to Chicago, they 
were uninspired and did not plan to con-
tinue circus work, she said. That quickly 
changed when Greenberg and Jenkins 
Rita Ora talks latest music video.  » page 25
learned their local park was going to be 
downsized. They hosted a series of circus 
shows in the park to raise awareness of its 
closing and raised more than $25,000 in 
one weekend to keep the park alive.
“I’m not sure we would still be doing 
Midnight Circus had Circus in the Parks 
not been developed,” Greenberg said.
Greenberg added that she thinks the 
circus is different than others of its kind 
because members still perform in a tent, 
but with a DJ and no exotic animals—aside 
from the family’s rescued pit bull.
“We are uniquely urban and uniquely 
Chicago,” Greenberg said.
At the shows, which will run for two con-
secutive nights at eight locations around 
the city, Greenberg said audiences can 
expect to see a two-hour performance 
including some of the best acrobats from 
all over the world.
“There’s a reason we are the only 
American troupe to ever be invited to 
take part in the Montreal Circus Festival,” 
Greenberg said. “The acrobats we bring 
in have all worked [at] Cirque du Soleil 
[or French company Seven Fingers of the 
Hand], and they  are  graduates of  the most 
prestigious circus schools in the world.”
Performer Abby Suskin said she met 
Greenberg and Jenkins when she was 12 
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Midnight Circus performed for 
an audience in their little big 
top. Youngest member Samantha 
Jenkins held a banner while 
an acrobat leapt over it.
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One year ago today, Justin Bieber was nowhere to be heard from—and if the mention of his 
name did manage to slip its way into 
conversation, it was usually met with 
frustrated groans of people fed up with 
his bad boy antics and overexposure.
Following months of troubled times for 
Bieber —including accusations of battery, 
alleged marijuana use and DUIs all lead-
ing up to his eventful arrest in January 
2014 after being caught drag racing—the 
former teen heartthrob became the target 
of everyone's disdain and harassment.
Media heavily criticized Bieber for every 
one of his public actions—he was accused 
of animal cruelty after adopting a pet mon-
key in Germany, humiliated for infamous 
comments he made while visiting the Anne 
Frank House and much more. There was 
no escape. Even at shows, the star was 
frequently assaulted on stage, having been 
tackled by crazed concertgoers and pelted by 
bottles. It seemed unlikely that he’d be able 
to successfully regain his public support.
Now, Bieber has the No. 1 song in the 
country with his new single, “What Do 
You Mean?” and another hit, "Where 
Are Ü Now," in the top 10 of Billboard’s 
Hot 100 chart. He recently received 
a standing ovation after performing 
at the Video Music Awards, and his 
upcoming release has been named 
one of the most anticipated albums of 
2015. His career has taken a complete 
180 from where it was just a year ago.
However, Bieber’s road to the top has 
not been effortless, but full of calculated 
publicity moves, personal develop-
ment and overall creative growth.
After the unfortunate events of 
2013, Bieber spent most of the follow-
ing year out of the spotlight, allowing 
him to finally take a break from the 
public eye and surely do some self-re-
flecting, while giving the general 
public a sort of “Bieber detox” to get 
over all of his personal drama.
It wasn’t until January 2015 
when Bieber finally reemerged, 
embarking on an apology tour of sorts. 
Through a series of videos posted online 
and a surprise appearance on “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show,” Bieber apologized to 
the world for his “arrogant” and “con-
ceited” behavior. This was the start of 
the reintroduction of Justin Bieber.
The public image cleanse continued 
in March when Bieber took to Comedy 
Central to participate in "The Roast 
of Justin Bieber." The singer's friends, 
peers and other high-profile celebrities 
took turns exchanging personal jabs 
with Bieber, criticizing him for his 
immature behavior. Bieber handled 
everything with grace, though, main-
taining high spirits and a happy smile as 
he owned up to his mistakes. It showed 
he was finally ready to move on.
Most important to Bieber's long trek 
back to the top, however, was his music. 
Everything Bieber has put out this year 
has been top-notch. His feature on 
Skrillex and Diplo's "Where Are Ü Now" 
shows a new side to him, thematically 
and sonically. His newest single, "What 
Do You Mean?" reminds the world of 
his softer side while demonstrating a 
newfound maturity to his music. It's 
hard to fight the singer's comeback 
when his music is irresistible.
Bieber has finally graduated from 
his NSYNC era and entered his 
Justin Timberlake one and, much to 
my surprise, I just might be a fan.
THE CRIBS
Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8 p.m.
$16 advanced/$18 day of
Wednesday, Sept. 16
AC/DC
Wrigley Field
1060 W Addison St
7 p.m.
$50+, all ages
Tuesday, Sept. 15
THE CRY
Livewire Lounge
3394 N Milwaukee Ave
8 p.m.
$6, 21+
Tuesday, Sept. 15
ALBERT HAMMOND JR.
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
8 p.m.
$20, 17+
Tuesday, Sept. 15
BEST COAST
Metro
3730 N. Clark St. 
7 p.m.
$ 20 advanced/$25 day of, all ages
Friday, Sept. 18
TRIPPIN' BILLIES
The Cubby Bear
1059 W. Addison St.
10 p.m.
$10 advanced/$12 day of, 21+
Friday, Sept. 18
SADISTIK
Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
8 p.m.
$12, 17+
Thursday, Sept. 17
RITA ORA
Lincoln Hall
2424 N Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m.
$27, 18+
Thursday, Sept. 17
ED SHEERAN
Hollywood Casino Amphitheatre
19100 Ridgeland Ave., Tinley Park, IL
7 p.m.
$39.50+, all ages
Wednesday, Sept. 16
 jwittich@chroniclemail.com
Now I'm a Belieber...
» jacob wittich 
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Wabash Avenue gets a makeover 
-See page 20
» LOU FOGLIA /CHRONICLE
ARTS & CULTURE
THE CHRONICLE   15
invasive—rupturing of human 
flesh and biological sovereignty.
Hanley made similar obser-
vations about the nature of his 
art. He said he takes great plea-
sure in the chaotic mess of his 
studio, which he compares to a 
“witch’s kitchen.”
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‘Synaesthetica’ 
dissolves boundaries, 
expands understanding
The arts program has existed 
at The International Museum of 
Surgical Science since 1999.
Surgical Science is not predomi-
nantly a space for art, but curator 
Collin Pressler said it brings a 
fresh perspective to the space.
“[We have] the belief that contem-
porary artists bring new interpre-
tive lenses to spaces,” Pressler said. 
“I believe in a trans-disciplinary 
approach or expanded field of 
inquiry. I like saying strategies 
native to one discipline can be 
utilized effectively in another.”
Pressler added that, although 
surgery is a practice that promotes 
health and the extension of human 
life, its methods are violent and 
“SYNAESTHETICA” IS AN art instal-
lation by Chicago artist Stevie 
Hanley, which will be on display 
until Nov. 15 at The Internation-
al Museum of Surgical Science, 
1524 N. Lake Shore Drive. The 
exhibit includes video displays, 
constructed objects and sound in 
an interactive space.
The title “Synaesthetica” 
derives from “synesthesia,” a neu-
rological phenomenon in which 
one form of sensory input elicits 
a reaction from another form of 
sense perception. For instance, 
a “synesthete” might hear a 
color or taste a sound, said Rami 
Gabriel, associate professor in 
the Humanities, History & Social 
Sciences Department.
According to Hanley, who stud-
ied undergraduate psychology 
at the University of California, 
Berkley, “Synaesthetica” aims to 
dissolve the rigid compartmen-
talization of sensory perception 
as it is commonly understood. He 
suggested that synesthesia is not 
merely a rare psychiatric condi-
tion, but a creative openness to the 
world around us that everyone has 
the capacity to experience.
The International Museum of 
» jake miller 
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» Courtesy INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF SURGICAL SCIENCE
Rough Magic is made up of four 
members who alternate between 
about 60 instruments that include 
xylophones, vibraphones and other 
“jangly” instruments, Thomas said.
Much like how the magic makes 
patrons feel a variety of emotions, 
Thomas said the unique instru-
mentation and open-minded 
production has led to changes 
and adaptations throughout the 
rehearsal process to lead viewers 
on an emotional  journey.
“We’ve had songs where the feel 
kind of changed,” Thomas said.
With these elements, the show 
captures Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater’s vision that “Shakespeare 
speaks to everyone,” and that 
Shakespeare is a genius storyteller, 
the troupe’s site noted.
The Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater’s vision of creating a mod-
ern and approachable production 
has led it to become a “global the-
atrical force” according to their 
website. As for “The Tempest,” 
the theater is expecting success 
of supernatural proportions.
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
  Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis 28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com
The Infinite is located one block from the 
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from 
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in 
the heart of downtown Chicago. 
Students will have the convenience of 
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters) 
and have multiple mass transit lines 
at their fingertips. 
Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details
SURROUND YOURSELF
37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331
Check out the new virtual tour here:
 https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/. 
Call our oce at 312.283.3331 to inquire 
about tour information.
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
For students looking for student apartments near 
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University, 
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a 
prime spot for college commuters.
Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library 
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink, 
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student 
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s 
local shops and social activities.
SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com
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‘The Tempest’ brings 
magic in Chicago
Prospero levitates his daughter 
Miranda in Shakespeare Theater’s 
“The Tempest.”
The tricks included must not 
only drive the plot forward, but 
they also must embody a wide 
array of emotions,  Rose said. 
“Most magic shows that you see, 
the emotion is happiness, excite-
ment, thrill. What we’re doing is 
giving you an entire emotional 
roller coaster ride. There are 
things that are funny and things 
that are creepy,” Rose said.
With magic integral to the 
play, from the namesake storm 
to haunting visions, Rose said it 
is only natural to use real magic 
instead of stage craft to make the 
audience feel “the same bewilder-
ment the characters are [feeling].”
Among the star-studded credits 
in the play is singer/songwriter 
Tom Waits, who composed the 
music for the production with wife 
Kathleen Brennan.
Bethany Thomas, a musician 
who performs with the ensemble 
Rough Magic, said the percus-
sion-heavy instrumentation of 
the music underscores  what the 
audiences sees and experiences 
throughout the play.
ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR AARON Pos-
ner’s rendition of Shakespeare’s 
haunting play “The Tempest” 
opened Sept. 8 at Chicago Shake-
speare Theater’s Courtyard stage, 
800 E. Grand Ave.
According to Regina Buccola, 
scholar-in-residence at Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater and chair 
of literature and languages at 
Roosevelt University, the play 
centers on Prospero, a “magus” 
who, after being exiled from Italy, 
uses magic to conjure disarray, 
including the titular tempest. 
A f t er  t h i s  pr o duc t ion 
originally premiered at the 
American Repertory Theater in 
Massachusetts, it made its way to 
the Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
stage following  successful stints 
in Boston, Las Vegas and Costa 
Mesa, California.
The show was adapted  by 
Posner and world-famous magi-
cian Teller, of duo Penn and Teller, 
and Christopher James Rose, 
assistant magic designer and 
long-time collaborator with Teller, 
said Chicago Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest” is the best production 
their collective  has ever put on.
Rose said a challenge with 
incorporating magic into the 
show is discerning which   tricks 
enhanced the show without dis-
tracting  from the storyline. 
“Of the roughly 20 fabulous 
magic tricks they’re seeing, there 
[are] about 20 that they’re not 
seeing—they didn’t drive the plot 
forward,” Rose said.
» Courtesy Chicago Shakespeare Theater
» frank enyart  
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tablespoons of olive oil into a large 
pot and placing the pot over high 
heat. Once the oil begins to simmer, 
pour in one cup of popcorn kernels 
and cover the pot tightly with a lid.
As the popcorn begins popping, 
shake the pot vigorously over the 
stove’s burner. After about five 
minutes, the popping should slow 
down, and the popcorn should be 
fully cooked.
Remove the pot from the heat  to 
keep it from burning. Then pour 
your freshly cooked popcorn into 
a large bowl. Now it’s time to make 
the garlic butter.
In a small saucepan, heat three 
SHONDA RHIMES’S HIT show 
“Scandal” has attained massive 
popularity, attracting millions of 
viewers each week, but the polit-
ical drama is much more than a 
TV show to me—it has become an 
integral part of my weekly routine. 
“Scandal” is my mental escape 
from the many pressures I face 
as a college student.
Anyone who watches the show 
is likely aware of Olivia Pope’s 
obsession with popcorn and red 
wine, and it’s become a ritual for 
me to relax every Thursday night 
with my favorite bottle of wine 
and a big bowl of popcorn while 
receiving my weekly dose of Pope 
inspiration to “handle it” at work 
the next day.
“Scandal’s” fifth season will pre-
miere on Sept. 24, giving me  just 
enough time to perfect some pop-
corn recipes including my favorite, 
Spicy Garlic Parmesan Popcorn.
The recipe only takes about 
10–15 minutes to prepare, and it 
pairs well with just about any red 
wine, making it the perfect snack 
for “Scandal” or any other must-
see programming.
Beg i n by pou r i n g t wo 
» jacob wittich  
MANAGING EDITOR
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
INGREDIENTS:
tablespoons of unsalted butter 
until fully melted. Then add two 
cloves of minced garlic and cook 
for one minute while stirring.
Let the garlic butter cool for 
about one minute before pouring 
it onto the popcorn. Sprinkle the 
popcorn with a half cup of finely 
grated Parmesan cheese and a half 
teaspoon of crushed red pepper 
flakes. Toss the mixture to coat.
Finally, grab the popcorn and 
your favorite bottle of red wine and 
head to your living room to enjoy 
some “Scandal” reruns while you 
wait for the next season to begin .
INSTRUCTIONS:
3 tablespoons unsalted butter
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup popcorn kernels
1/2 cup finely grated Parmesan 
cheese
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pep-
per flakes
1. Warm olive oil in large, 
covered pot over high heat.
2. Add popcorn kernels to 
hot oil and cover, shaking 
vigorously over burner until 
popcorn begins popping.
3. Continue cooking and 
shaking the pot for five min-
utes or until popping sub-
sides.
4. Remove pot from heat and 
transfer popcorn to large 
bowl, Set aside.
5. Melt butter in small sauce-
pan. Add minced garlic and 
cook for one minute, stirring 
occasionally.
6. Pour garlic butter mixture 
over popcorn.
7. Sprinkle with Parmesan 
and crushed red pepper 
flakes and toss to coat.
Spicy Garlic 
Parmesan Popcorn
ARTS & CULTURE
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STUDENTS WILL NOTICE new color and vibran-
cy across campus, as several new murals 
now line Wabash Avenue between East Van 
Buren Street and Roosevelt Road. Various 
artists, including Columbia alumni, have 
worked throughout the summer to contrib-
ute to the spectacle.
The Wabash Arts Corridor, a Columbia 
initiative launched in 2013 by Mark Kelly, 
vice president of Student Success, welcomes 
and engages Columbia students, faculty, 
staff and alumni and invites community 
members to participate. The WAC creates 
a distinct Columbia campus, Kelly said.
Kelly described Wabash Avenue as the 
“spine” of Columbia, making it the perfect 
avenue to showcase artwork.
“We are the architects of [the Wabash 
Arts Corridor],” Kelly said. “We are the 
driving force.”
Kelly is also the chair of the WAC 
committee, composed of neighboring 
businesses, institutions and residents 
who work to bring new art and recognition 
to the corridor. Vertical Gallery, an urban 
contemporary gallery specializing in the 
blend of street and contemporary art in the 
Ukrainian Village neighborhood, and The 
Chicago Loop Alliance, an organization 
that introduces urban art experiences to 
the Loop, have partnered with the WAC to 
introduce several new artists to the corridor.
Patrick Hull, owner and curator of 
Vertical Gallery, said at least four artists 
who will have work displayed in the gallery 
have connected with the WAC, including 
muralists Ben Flynn, known as Eine, from 
England, and Jacopo Ceccarelli, known as 
2501, from Italy.
“Linking up with Columbia to expand 
the murals makes an extension of the gal-
lery onto the streets,” Hull said. “[Kelly] is 
committed to finding us walls, and I am 
committed to finding artists to fill them.”
Eine’s mural is painted in his large 
signature style across the 230-foot wall 
behind the University Center at 525 S. State 
St., and 2501’s can be seen on the side of the 
Buckingham Student Living Apartments at 
56 E. Van Buren St.
2501 visited Chicago from Florida in the 
first week of July to paint his mural. Despite 
the rainy weather he encountered, he com-
pleted the mural in just five days.
Describing his style as organic and philo-
sophical, 2501 said he considers muralism a 
form of performance art. He uses brushes to 
cut-in areas of color  and small lines, work-
ing mostly with black and white, to focus 
on the shape and movement of the lines, 
he said. 2501 has used color in the past but 
has worked only with black and white for 
about six years.
Allowing the public to view artists at 
work on murals gives onlookers a sense of 
understanding and appreciation for the art, 
2501 said.
“It’s more an experience for who is doing 
it and for who is seeing it,” 2501 said.
Heidi Unkefer, a former graphic designer 
for The Chronicle, a 2013 illustration alumna 
and current graphic editor and photographer 
at The Onion, also contributed to the WAC. 
Unkefer won Columbia’s art alumni com-
petition last year and painted her cartoon 
mural in early August on the south wall of 
the 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building.
Unkefer said she had only painted one 
mural before, so she was excited about the 
opportunity. It also influenced her per-
spective on muralism and being a full-time 
graphic artist.
“I didn’t actually consider this [as] some-
thing someone could do full-time, because 
being a full-time artist is kind of unheard of 
now,” Unkefer said. “But after going through 
all the steps, it is absolutely something I 
want to keep doing.”
Unkefer’s mural highlights her style of 
creativity through a playful world—one that 
transports viewers out of the City of Chicago 
and into her artistic vision, she said.
“It’s out there, it’s crazy, it’s cartoon-
ish—exactly where I would want to be if I 
could pick and create my own little world,” 
Unkefer said.
Unkefer described painting the mural as 
one of her most challenging, yet rewarding 
experiences. She said it was both physically 
and mentally draining, but she learned about 
working independently and accounting for 
unexpected circumstances, such as weather, 
managing the forklift and working with the 
actual wall size.
Neysa Page-Lieberman, director of the 
Department of Exhibition & Performance 
and Student Spaces at Columbia, worked 
with Unkefer to organize the project 
and provide materials and assistance. 
After Unkefer finished the mural, Page-
Lieberman said she was “in a state of dis-
belief” at the final product.
Unkefer and Hull said the WAC highlights 
the way the public’s perception of street art 
is changing. The negative connotation affil-
iated with street art and graffiti is fading, 
and artistry in the practice is gaining more 
support and recognition.
“[Street art] has grown to be widely 
Wabash Arts Corridor 
goes WAC 
with new color
» ariel parrella-aureli  
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1. Eine’s “Harmony” brings color to the WAC, and he will return for the WAC Crawl. 2. “Stop Telling Women to Smile” by Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, which features por-
traits of two Columbia students. 3. Heidi Unkefer’s mural on the 623 S. Wabash Ave. Building. 4. Unkefer working on her mural. 5. Columbia students helping Fa-
zlalizadeh. 6. Kelly spoke with students who worked with Fazlalizadeh. 7. 2501’s mural on E. Van Buren Street was the second one added to the WAC during summer.
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accepted and is working toward the realm 
of fine art,” Unkefer said. “It is accessible 
and out there for everyone to see.”
She also said the gender gap between 
male and female street artists is decreasing, 
though there are more male than female 
artists currently participating in the WAC.
Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, another female 
street artist who contributed to the WAC, 
visited Chicago from New York City in early 
September to create the large mural depict-
ing female faces, “Stop Telling Women to 
Smile,” located on the wall of a parking 
garage at 8th Street and Wabash Avenue, one 
block south of Papermaker’s Garden across 
the street. Fazlalizadeh said the mural was 
inspired by her experiences being harassed 
on the street. She has noticed it more since 
her move to NYC from Phillidelphia.
“It’s something that is part of my everyday 
life,” Fazlalizadeh said.
She said she wanted to do a project that 
would address the aggressive sexualiza-
tion and catcalling of women. The mural 
is composed of images of many  women she 
photographed, illustrated and wheat past-
ed—a liquid adhesive made from flour and 
water—onto the wall. 
Page-Lieberman, who helped develop 
Fazlalizadeh’s project, said she was inspired 
to bring Fazlalizadeh’s work to the WAC 
because of its strong message.
She also said Fazlalizadeh met with 
female students from Columbia to discuss 
their experiences with being harassed for her 
mural. She picked two students—Victoria 
Street, a junior journalism major, and D’Zari 
Bolden, a junior music major—and featured 
them in her mural, along with women who 
participated in the project.
Fazlalizadeh said she hopes the mural 
will spark a conversation about how women 
are treated in public and give women in col-
lege, the community and the greater Chicago 
area a sense of empowerment.
“As an artist, it’s really important to 
have strong images of women’s faces,” 
Fazlalizadeh said. “[It’s important to] listen 
to their stories and give credit to what they 
go through.”
Kelly  hopes to cover all blank walls soon.
“We have the potential to create a unique, 
urban creative campus like no other,” Kelly 
said. “There is a creative pulse and buzz that 
is palpable.”
Kelly wants students to “own the street.” 
He also said at least 10 new works will be 
added this year—five of which have already 
been completed, with at least four set for 
completion during the Fall 2015 Semester.
Other artists contributing to the WAC 
include KASHINK, a street artist from 
Paris who could start as early as next week, 
Don’t Fret , another Columbia alumnus, and 
Chicago photographer Daryll Schiff.
The annual WAC Crawl, a day of art and 
music that takes place in the South Loop 
every year, is set for Oct. 23 and will include 
a self-guided walk of the new murals,  allow-
ing the entire community  to take in all the 
new WAC color. 
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
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Robots take over Museum 
of Science and Industry
Yasakawa Robotic21 System used 
suction cups on its arms to deal 
cards and play blackjack against 
museum guests. 
not-too-distant future,” she said.
Museum guests can also watch 
repairmen fix damaged robots in 
the Robo Garage.
“A lot of these robots need ongo-
ing maintenance to prevent them 
from breaking down,” said Jason 
Dornbush, a repairman from the 
Robo Garage.
Outside the Robo Garage is a 
station where guests can build 
robots out of small cubes. When 
the cubes are put together the right 
way, the robots will roll around.
The heart of the museum will 
feature a larger robot showcase 
AFTER VISITING THE museum’s 
Robot Revolution exhibit, guests 
could easily confuse Chicago’s 
Museum of Science and Industry 
for the set of a new post-apocalyp-
tic movie in which the world is run 
by artificial intelligence.
The exhibit, which opened in 
May and is set to run until Jan. 
3, features more than 40 robots 
from around the world, includ-
ing interactive robots. Kathleen 
McCarthy, executive director of 
Robot Revolution, said the exhibit 
has been a big project that has 
partnerships with more than 30 
companies worldwide.
Guests can watch 30 of the 
robots take part in “human-like” 
activities. Two large industrial 
robots have been programmed to 
play blackjack and tic-tac-toe with 
guests, McCarthy said.
Along with the industrial robots, 
the exhibit includes a robot that 
mimics guests’ facial expressions, 
small robots that play soccer as 
well as the therapy robot Paro, 
a comforting robot companion 
resembling a seal pup that can 
respond to the contact it is receiv-
ing as a pet would. Paro has been 
used as a therapy “animal” in nurs-
ing homes and hospitals.
“We knew from developments 
and advancements in technology 
that robots are soon going to be 
a more visible and vital part of 
our daily life. We wanted to give 
people a chance to engage with 
robots, the way they will in the 
» zoe eitel 
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constant use of the space … rang-
ing from seasonal events such as 
Halloween events … [to] a farmer’s 
market occasionally.”
Scherer added that the com-
mittee hopes to expand on its 
successes, pointing out that 
approximately 60 people attended 
the movie night that took place 
earlier this summer. The mall has 
also played host to a successful 
arts festival for the last three years.
With ideas such as focused light-
ing or dog plots, Scherer hopes to 
“design out the crime” and replace it 
with positive use of the area, which 
has experienced an increase in 
violent crimes since  last summer.
Joanne Gannett, an adjunct 
professor in the Art & Art History 
Department, has lived in Uptown 
since the 1980s and said creating 
a family-centric and communi-
ty-driven environment is another 
key to eliminating the neighbor-
hoods violent reputation.
With Courtenay Language 
Arts Center nearby and the rich 
diversity of the area, Gannett 
said she believes activities like 
community gardens or block 
parties will allow interaction 
among different demographics 
Sunnyside Mall project 
adds spark to Uptown
Uptown 
residents 
attended a 
community 
movie 
night at the 
Sunnyside 
Mall.
communities began to envision 
what would become of Sunnyside 
Mall, a stretch of walkway from 
Malden to Magnolia Avenues.
The Sunnyside Mall area was 
identified by Alderman James 
Cappleman (46th ward) in his 
2013 “Master Plan” as an area of 
interest and possible improvement 
within the ward. 
Within the plan, Cappleman 
laid out plans to add plants and a 
watering system to the mall, use 
the area as a potential showcase 
for public art and set up block 
meetings to encourage volunteer 
funding and cooperation on the 
project. According to the report, 
there is currently a shortage of 
funds to accomplish their goals.
“[The community meeting] was 
meant to be a kickoff to a larger, 
grander vision for the mall space 
and what we could maybe do down 
the road more permanently,” said 
Brett Weidl, founder of Uptown 
Chicago Moms and member of the 
Sunnyside Mall Committee.
Though the long-term vision 
for the area is unclear, Weidl and 
Julianne Scherer—founder of the 
SMC—hope the area will become 
a center for positive community 
activity and programming.
To ensure the area is supported 
by the entire  neighborhood, resi-
dents of  the area were invited to 
voice their opinions and visions 
for the space at an Aug. 29 com-
munity involvement meeting, at 
which Scherer said the committee 
garnered many ideas for the future 
of the Sunnyside Mall.
“The majority of things we 
received were related [to] a yearly 
event calendar, so there would be a 
SOME LONGTIME UPTOWN residents 
are working to bring unity and 
culture to one of Chicago’s most 
diverse neighborhoods.
Starting with a “tactical urban-
ism” installation—the practice 
of making low-cost, temporary 
changes to an existing environ-
ment to improve a local neighbor-
hood—titled “Pure Imagination,” 
on Aug. 27, members of the Uptown 
» frank enyart  
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Oct. 10–12 for the museum’s 
Robot Block Party. McCarthy 
said the additional robots are 
experimental or unable to 
run everyday. Each day of the 
weekend will be packed with 
robot-related activities guests 
can participate in. SE
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museum,” McCarthy said.
General admission to the 
Museum of Science and Industry 
is $18. Tickets for the Robot 
Revolution are an additional $11. 
Tickets to the Robot Block Party 
are $18 for adults plus general 
admission. A complete schedule of 
the Robot Block Party events can be 
found on msichicago.org.
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 “We’ll be having robot dance 
demos each day where you can 
learn how to do the robot with 
the help of professional dancers 
from Culture Shock Chicago,” said 
Beth Boston, contact for the Robot 
Block Party from the Museum of 
Science and Industry. “We’ll be 
having student demonstrations 
from various robotics clubs, both 
high school and college level, that 
are really amazing to see.”
The “family-friendly” band 
Human-Tim + Robot-Tim is set 
A museum guest played tic-tac-
toe with industrial robot Baxter.
to perform during the weekend as 
well, Boston said.
Boston added that the block 
party will include a station where 
guests can build their own robots 
to take home.
A piece Canadian multidisci-
plinary visual artist Max Dean col-
laborated on with robotics experts 
and completed in 2006 will also 
join the block party. The piece is a 
chair that appears to be a normal 
wooden chair but falls apart and 
puts itself back together again.
“It’s been shown in other art 
museums, but never in a science 
Audience members watched 
one of the robot soccer 
games the museum stages.
» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
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CHECK         OUT HOW DO YOU DESCRIBE YOUR PERSONAL STYLE?
“California beach punk.”
Natalie Kopec 
Freshman fine arts major
“Late ‘60s goth.”
Gideon Adlon 
Freshman photography major
“Retro chic.”
Mark Otto 
Freshman photography major
and create a space that invites fam-
ilies to lay down roots and raise a 
family—like Gannett and her fam-
ily did in 1987.
“We moved here because we 
loved the diversity … and we 
wanted to expose our kids to the 
fact that the world is made up of 
all sorts of people,” Gannett said. 
“I think, in general, everyone who 
lives in Uptown has a lot of energy 
[because of the diversity].”
Gannett said the issue of vio-
lence in the area is complicated 
and nuanced, but she thinks it is 
important to allow children to find 
joy and community in the diversity 
of their Uptown neighbors, and 
embrace the culture and quirki-
ness this  diversity embodies.
Also under consideration is 
specific areas for children  to play, 
create memories, and connect 
with other community members, 
“Kids love the space. That’s the 
kind of thing we want to see more 
often and facilitate,” Weidl said.
A direct course of action for 
making the area kid-friendly is 
not decided, but many ideas have 
been suggested, such as painting 
designated areas for games such 
as four square, Scherer said.
An inspiration for all the plans 
is the legacy of Jane Addams’s 
Hull House, formerly at 4520 N. 
Beacon Ave., which is  now the site 
of a condominium. In the early 
1900s, the Hull House provided 
social services for newly arrived 
European immigrants.
Addams’s sense of mission is 
something the Sunnyside Mall 
Committee  members said they 
are aiming for in their work as well. 
“We would like to see how 
we could bring continuity to 
Uptown and the way this space 
connects to the larger area[such as 
Ravenswood or Lincoln Square],” 
Scherer said. “[We’re asking our-
selves], ‘How do you make these 
interconnections or create bigger 
dialogues between some of these 
bigger  spaces?’”
 Learn more about the project 
at www.facebook.com/sunnyside-
malluptown, where residents can 
submit suggestions for the space, 
as well as check on updates on the 
committee’s happenings. 
 fenyart@chroniclemail.com
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“I’m interested in this infinite 
unknown. It’s a kind of black win-
dow. It’s difficult, but I want to step 
through it,” Hanley said.
He added that he initially began 
studying psychology to under-
stand himself in a more rational 
context, but—ironically—art has 
allowed him to find catharsis by 
embracing chaos instead.
“I’m trying to create a kind of 
productive confusion,” he said.
Furthermore, Pressler described 
how important art exhibits are to 
excavating surgical history.
“Artists working with these 
themes can help provide less 
didactic insight into the meaning 
of surgical science for people who 
are visiting the museum,” he said.
Gabriel also discussed using 
art as a supplementary tool in a 
science classroom.
“It helps students to see the ana-
lytical work that’s inside a work of 
art,” he said. “There is a possibility 
to express something with music 
or visual arts which is deeper than 
analytical discussion.”
“Synaesthetica” and the con-
temporary arts initiative at The 
International Museum of Surgical 
Sciences share a common goal: 
They aim to dissolve boundaries 
and broaden the public’s under-
standing of perception, science 
and our relationship to the world 
around us.
“I think about neurological phe-
nomena like synesthesia —which 
is essentially crossed wires—and 
I often ask myself if synesthesia is 
to neurology what metaphor is to 
language,” Pressler said.
Hanley added that the senses 
are not isolated. “They’re inter-
acting with each other,” Hanley 
said. “I like to think if you walk 
through all of the historical exhib-
its at the museum and then come 
to ‘Synaesthetica’ last, it’s like 
zooming out—seeing everything 
from a broader perspective.”
“Synaesthetica” will be on display 
on the  4th floor of The International 
Museum of Surgical Science until 
Nov. 15.   To learn more about the 
exhibit, visit imss.org. For more 
information about Stevie Hanley, 
visit steviehanley.com.
 dmiller@chroniclemail.com
An annual Arts & Music festival is  
one of many events Sunnyside Mall 
Committee has already implemented.
» DOLLY NGUYEN/CHRONICLE
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Staff PlaylistSongs to drown out noisy roommates
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(You Drive Me) Crazy Britney Spears 
Worst Behavior Drake 
I Am Your Leader Nicki Minaj 
Blood on the Leaves Kanye West 
Doses and Mimosas Cherub
» benjamin kowalski  
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On Sight Kanye West 
Out of Control Nothing’s Carved in Stone 
On My Level Wiz Khalifa 
Close Your Eyes (And Count to F--K) Run the Jewels 
Longview Green Day
» katlyn tolly    
COPY EDITOR
Take a Walk Passion Pit 
Crazy Gnarles Barkley 
It’s Alright Matt & Kim 
Kids MGMT 
Let’s Go Matt & Kim
» ariel parrella-aureli   
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The Stakeout Sun Araw 
Unity Desmond Dekker 
Dead Format Blanck Mass 
Patience The Men 
Inside Uncle Acid & the Deadbeats
Rita Ora hits Chicago as last stop on 
tour with new single, ‘Body on Me’
» ariel parrella-aureli   
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
RITA ORA’S ENTRY into the U.S. market has 
been years in the making. In just the last 
12 months, the singer and actress has been 
seemingly everywhere, featured on Iggy 
Azalea’s hit “Black Widow” and appearing 
in several films and TV shows, including 
“Fifty Shades of Grey,” “Fast & Furious 6” 
and “Empire.” Her first album, Ora, was 
released in 2012 through Roc Nation—
without a U.S. edition. Ora is currently 
gearing up to release her second album and 
U.S. debut, spotlighting her recent single 
“Poison” which came out on June 28. 
The LP’s third single, “Body On Me,” 
which features Chris Brown, has gained 
more than two million streams on Spotify, 
and its music video has gained more than 
12 million views on YouTube since its Aug. 
18 release. The two artists performed on 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” on Sept. 8 where their 
chemistry clearly sparked as Ora walked 
through the audience to get to Brown, sit-
ting on a couch onstage. Ora said she was 
excited to perform the song live on the show. 
» Courtesy DAMON BAKER
Rita Ora is touring to promote her new single       
“Body on Me” with Chris Brown and will per-
form at Lincoln Hall Sept. 17.
The 24-year-old Kosovo-born songwriter 
is currently on tour promoting the single 
and will make a stop in Chicago at Lincoln 
Hall on Sept. 17. 
Ora has also dabbled in the fashion indus-
try. She is the face of Roberto Cavalli, a well-
known Italian fashion designer who started 
his brand in 1970 and whose trademark is 
exotic prints and over-the-top accessories. 
Ora also created her own Unstoppable col-
lection with global brand Adidas Originals 
earlier this year, and it dropped in stores 
worldwide Sept. 4.
The Chronicle spoke via email with the 
British singer-songwriter about her new 
single, her creative influences and her next 
career ventures.
THE CHRONICLE: Who are your musical 
inspirations or influences? 
RITA ORA:  Sade, Gwen Stefani, Madonna, 
Lauryn Hill, James Blake and Amy 
Winehouse are my infuences.
What was it like working with Chris Brown 
for “Body On Me?”
I’ve known Chris for a few years and it was 
exciting to finally collaborate with him. He’s 
so passionate about music.
What inspired the “Body On Me” video?
I had a bunch of ideas for the video, and the 
director, Colin Tilley, and I came up with 
different treatments. Ultimately, I thought, 
“Let’s show two neighbors who always see 
each other and how they fantasize what a 
relationship would look like.” I think it is 
super relatable, as everyone experiences that 
in their lives.
What was your favorite music video to shoot?
I’ve loved shooting all my videos. It’s such a 
creative expression to translate my music 
into a visual, and I love all the different people 
I get to collaborate with to make the videos.
You’ve worked in multiple industries—fash-
ion, film and music—which one have you 
enjoyed the most?
Music will always be my biggest passion. 
I love the whole process from writing to 
recording to performing for my fans.
 aparrella@chroniclemail.com
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Video: “Gamers 
Educate Jimmy 
Kimmel”
Blog: “Nouveau 
Cheap”
26    THE CHRONICLE
After late-night talk show host 
Jimmy Kimmel criticized the 
YouTube gaming community as 
“a waste of time” during a recent 
show, he received considerable 
backlash, including hateful com-
ments from gamer fanatics. As a 
result, Kimmel recently agreed 
to sit down with well-known 
YouTube gamers Markiplier and 
MissesMae to learn the ways of 
the gaming community.
Being in college and staying on 
top of beauty and skincare is quite 
the  feat, as affording quality cos-
metics can be challenging when 
you ate Subway again because you 
couldn’t afford anything more ex-
pensive than a $5-footlong. That’s 
where G. from Nouveau Cheap 
comes in. The blog suggests low-
cost and quality ways to look good, 
reports on sales and coupon avail-
ability, and is just an overall fun 
resource on the Internet.
people who 
are so much 
cooler than me
People who leave their apartments 
for things other than school or work:
I leave to go get food occasionally, but 
you can bet I will be right back in my 
bed with a to-go container within half 
an hour. Sometimes I even migrate to 
the couch.
People who can roll their R’s: 
Believe me, I have tried, but it is 
probably the most ridiculous sound 
you will ever hear. The two years of 
Spanish class I took in high school did 
not help me at all. At least Beyoncé 
cannot do it either.
People who don’t spend 90 percent 
of their time on social media:
Why go to parties when I can watch 
Buzzfeed videos until 3 a.m.? The apps 
that will never be deleted from my 
phone include Twitter, Tumblr, Insta-
gram, Snapchat and Facebook. At least 
I don’t use Yik Yak.
People who come up with funny 
sayings for mugs and T-shirts: 
I have learned that I am a lot less funny 
when I try to be, so I will never achieve 
my dream of producing shirts with wit-
ty remarks on them. I’ll just have to cry 
into my “Peeta has nice buns” mug.
Any and every dog on the planet: 
Does this even need an explanation? I 
might be cooler than some lizards, and 
I am definitely cooler than most ger-
bils, but I am not cooler than a dog in 
any world. Do not even get me started 
on cats.
» zoe eitel 
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television 
shows
“True Detective”: 
“True Detective” is a show about men 
who peel away at Shakespearian entrap-
ments of both the criminal underworld 
and their own souls. It is heavy-handed, 
minimalistic, and somber—qualities 
which have attracted both praise  
and criticism.
“Hannibal”: 
Featuring lush production design, im-
peccably tasteful dialogue and several 
uncomfortably appetizing montages of 
well-cooked human flesh, “Hannibal” 
manages to elevate homicide to high art. 
If decadence is what you crave, eat your 
heart out; otherwise, Hannibal Lecter 
certainly will.
“The Knick”: 
“The Knick” portrays the first-wave of 
American surgical innovation in turn-of-
the-century New York. An audience of 
academics watches the carnage of each 
gruesome operation from elevated the-
ater seating. I recommend sitting down 
to join them.
“Veep”: 
This rapid-fire political satire features 
some of the most lyrically obscene com-
edy on this side of the Atlantic. Writer 
Armando Lannucci is a poet of profanity. 
“Doctor Who”: 
“Doctor Who” has been on the air for 
more than 50 years, yet its formula, 
founded on the principle of reinvention, 
keeps it feeling fresh as ever. With all 
of time and space to explore, it’s hard to 
imagine it ever growing stale.
» jake miller
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fave dishes 
to make
at home
Italian Frittata: 
My Italian recipe archive is extensive, 
but one of my simple favorites is the frit-
tata. Two eggs, zucchini, potatoes, car-
rots, salt and pepper make a great lunch 
or dinner. I make this once a week and 
my roommates always ask what it is or if 
they can taste it.
Sweet French Crepes: 
Delicious and easy to make, these crepes 
will keep my sweet tooth going for hours. 
Nutella, sugar, fruit and jam are great fill-
ings for these amazing breakfast crepes.
Parmigiana (Eggplant Lasagna): 
You’ve probably seen this on Italian 
restaurant menus, but next time come to 
my place for a genuine homemade take 
on this popular Italian dish. My grand-
mother taught me some secrets on how 
to make this lasagna the best. You’ll need 
some thyme and layers to pull back the 
goods. And time—you need a lot of that, 
too. A good book or conversation can 
help pass the time while the lasagna siz-
zles in the oven. 
French Toast: 
Sweet with maple syrup and sugar, it’s 
another sugar high that will last hours. It 
also makes my house smell like a French 
bakery, and who doesn’t love that?
Big Everything Salads: 
Salads are the cure for almost every-
thing. They are healthy and filling—if you 
add the right ingredients. Whatever is in 
your kitchen can be made into a big ev-
erything salad. Beans? Almonds? Chips? 
Potatoes? Big everything salad on point.
» ariel parrella-aureli 
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vh1’s love & hip 
hop: hollywood
“a sinner in 
mecca”
VH1’s “Love & Hip Hop: Hollywood” is 
back in full effect for another season.  It 
started and ended with drama. From 
Ray J’s infamous strip club parties to 
down-low secrets between two known 
hip-hop figures, this show is made for 
TV. Tune in on Mondays at 7 p.m. if you 
want drama, lies, deceit, rumors, pas-
sion, gossip, sex and, of course, the love 
and hip-hop!
In this documentary film a gay Muslim 
filmmaker Parvez Sharma embarks on 
a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca 
in Saudi Arabia. Despite homosexu-
ality being criminalized in Islam, and 
the banning of filming in the holy city, 
Sharma chronicles his pilgrimage. In 
the past, he has also directed the film “A 
Jihad for Love,” which is about gay, les-
bian and transgender Muslims around 
the globe.
screen
screen
» jessica scott 
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
» saiyna bashir 
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9/11 memorial 
guide
moodle front 
end lacking
The new 9/11 memorial app that re-
cently came out provides viewers with 
an in-depth virtual tour of the rebuilt 
trade center. It is awkward to judge 
an app that’s based on a tragic event 
stitched in the fabric of American his-
tory, not to mention “like” it. The tech-
nology in use is innovative, but I feel 
it creates a disconnect from the emo-
tions that make 9/11 significant.
I don’t care if it is robust, flexible or 
cheap—Moodle has been complained 
about by every one of my professors, 
even after the site was revamped. What 
it needs is a clean, flatter and more hi-
erarchal appearance that allows for a 
more organized architecture. Focus on 
who the users are and get rid of infor-
mation that does not pertain to them. I 
am tired of being bombarded with clut-
tered, useless boxes and effects.
apps
tech
» alexander aghayere 
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“dollhouse” by 
melanie martinez
“beauty behind 
the madness” by 
the weeknd
Melanie Martinez’s debut album Doll-
house is the lyrical gift you have been 
waiting for from Atlantic Records. Your 
first taste might’ve been when you heard 
“Carousel” during the ending credits of 
“American Horror Story: Freak Show,” or 
when you were re-watching her on “The 
Voice.” The album contains 15 songs, in-
cluding three excellent bonus tracks. I 
liked it from start to finish.
After the commercial failure known as 
“Kiss Land,” The Weeknd has finally 
released his sophomore album, Beauty 
Behind The Madness.  Full of enchanting 
melodies and soulful vocals reminiscent 
of Michael Jackson, it’s safe to say the 
album has finally given the world what it 
has been waiting for.  The standouts in-
clude No. 1 billboard hit “Can’t Feel My 
Face,” “The Hills,” “Tell Your Friends,” 
and “Prisoner,” feat. Lana Del Rey.
music
music
» begina armstrong  
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pumpkin spice
don’t count on 
mcdonald’s 
breakfast menu
McDonald’s recently announced that 
its popular breakfast menu will be 
served all day starting Oct. 6. I am 
sorry to be the one that brings the bad 
news, but this is just too good to be 
true. The all-day breakfast menu will 
be limited, and your favorite break-
fast item probably won’t be available 
after 10:30 a.m. We can all agree that 
is the big catch. The franchise does 
not have many fooled.  
Come fall, it is not ghosts and gob-
lins that have me screaming “Boo!” 
but pumpkin spice, a bothersome 
syrup flavor that seems to be taking 
the country’s grocery providers by 
storm. This silly syrup infiltrates the 
flavor workings of my favorite cof-
fees, creamers, cookies and candles. 
Please, p-spice, you are being over-
bearing, and it’s rude. No stars. 
random
random
» lou foglia  
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TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA METRO & SMART BAR WEBSITES + METRO BOX OFFICE. NO SERVICE FEES @ METRO BOX OFFICE!
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 /  9PM /  18+
UNCLE ACID & THE 
DEADBEATS
RUBY THE HATCHET
ECSTATIC VISION
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 22 /  8PM /  18+
REVEREND 
HORTON HEAT +
THE ADICTS
CREEPSHOW
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 23 /  8:30PM
18+ /  93XRT WELCOMES
HEARTLESS 
BASTARDS
ALBERTA CROSS / REDGRAVE
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24 /  6:30PM
ALL AGES /  ADVENTOUR TIME
THE FALL OF TROY
AND SO I WATCH YOU FROM 
AFAR / SLOTHRUST
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25 /  6PM /  18+ 
CRACKNATION PRESENTS
COLD WAVES IV 
WITH GODFLESH
LUSTMORD / LEAD INTO GOLD
AUTHOR+PUNISHER /PRURIENT
LAB REPORT / TWO FROM THE 
EYE
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26 /  6PM /  18+ 
CRACKNATION PRESENTS
COLD WAVES IV 
WITH FRONT LINE 
ASSEMBLY
POP WILL EAT ITSELF
SEVERED HEADS / COCKSURE
HIGH-FUNCTIONING FLESH
RORSCHACH TEST
HUMAN TRAFFIC
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27 /  9PM /  18+ 
THE ORB
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 29 /  9PM /  18+ 
AUTECHRE
CYGNUS / ROB HALL (DJ SET)
WED SEPTEMBER 30 /  8:30PM /  18+
THE GROWLERS
THE BABE RAINBOW
FRIDAY OCTOBER 2 /  9PM /  18+
BATTLES
SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 /  8:30PM /  18+
THE DISTRICTS
SUN CLUB
FRIDAY OCTOBER 9 /  7 :30PM /  ALL 
AGES /  "WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU'RE 
DEAD" 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY TOUR
ARMOR FOR SLEEP
N E E D  S O M E  D O R M  R O O M  D E C O R ?  F O R  T H E  
M O N T H  O F  S E P T E M B E R ,  B U Y  T I C K E TS  AT  O U R  
B OX O F F I C E  A N D  C H O O S E  F I V E  S I L K S C R E E N  
P O S T E R S  F O R  $ 1 0 !  S T U D E N T  I D  R E Q U I R E D  
U P O N  P U R C H A S E .
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Columbia College Chicago students only
with the 
Tickets Are Limited
Friday October 2, 2015—7:10PM ncampbell@colum.edu
Contact Nina if interested
American Sign Language Department 
Chicago White Sox vs. Detroit Tigers 
COLLEGE and UNIVERSITY DAY
Hispanic Heritage Night & Fireworks !
Cost : $12
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Religious exemptions 
from work have a limit 
ExpressJet flight attendant Charee Stanley recently filed a complaint with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission after being 
suspended for a year without pay follow-
ing a co-worker’s complaint about having 
to assume one of her duties. Stanley, 
an observant Muslim, had previously 
approached her supervisor and said she 
could not serve alcohol because of her 
religious beliefs. According to Stanley, 
the supervisor told her that her needs 
could be accommodated by working out 
an arrangement with the other flight 
attendant on duty. However, Express-
Jet has since retracted the agreement 
after the colleague’s complaint. 
Stanley’s story gained attention 
only days after Kim Davis, the clerk 
of Rowan County, Kentucky, made 
national headlines for refusing to issue 
same-sex marriage licenses following 
Columbia is known by its students for its diversity and inclusive-ness—a reputation the college 
will strengthen this fall as the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs launches its Gender 
Inclusive Initiative across campus.
Some parts of the initiative existed prior 
to this academic year, such as allowing 
informal name change requests and 
providing a limited number of all-gender 
restrooms on campus, but the initiative 
will expand those by creating more 
all-gender restrooms and broadening 
opportunities for people to ask about and 
provide examples of preferred personal 
pronouns, according to the Multicultural 
Affairs’ website. The initiative is a progres-
sive and important step forward, and other 
colleges and universities should take note.
The Gender Inclusive Initiative and 
Residence Life websites also emphasize 
the college’s gender inclusive housing. 
the June 26 legalization of such unions 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. Davis, an 
Apostolic Christian, claimed to be 
working under “God’s authority.” She 
was jailed for contempt of court on 
Sept. 3 but was later released.
Both cases raise the question, “Should 
religious convictions relieve employees of 
tasks that are part of their job description?”
Religious exemption cases are not 
unusual. In 2013, a Muslim teenager was 
fired from her job at Abercrombie & Fitch 
for refusing to remove her headscarf 
at work, and in 2009 another teenager 
was denied a job at the company for not 
taking off her hijab during the interview 
process. A Jehovah’s Witness in Guam 
was fired in 2011 after he said raising an 
American flag violated his religious beliefs.
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
prohibits employers from discriminating 
on the basis of religious belief and/or 
However, little information is available, 
such as a clear definition of such housing or 
which dorms offer it. By supplementing the 
information available, the college will give 
students a better idea of what it has to offer. 
Pronoun awareness flyers have been 
posted around campus buildings and 
dorms. They provide essential informa-
tion, such as how to ask for someone’s 
preferred pronoun and why it is import-
ant to do so. More valuable than the 
posters’ content is the sheer visibility 
and attention the flyers draw to gender 
identity and pronoun awareness. They 
could even help attract new students, 
as prospective students on tours who 
seek a diverse campus will see tangible 
evidence of Columbia’s inclusiveness.
The college could better reach all 
students by incorporating preferred 
pronoun resources into its Student 
Handbook. Colleges such as Vanderbilt 
observance. The law requires employers 
to accommodate employees “unless an 
employer demonstrates that he is unable 
to reasonably accommodate to an employ-
ee’s or prospective employee’s religious 
observance or practice without undue 
hardship on the conduct of the employer’s 
business.” Accommodating to religious 
dress or holidays is almost never seen as 
an undue burden. However, exempting 
people from particular tasks is a hard con-
cept for lay people to understand, though it 
is no less worthy of accommodation. The 
key questions are whether the task is a 
core responsibility and how burdensome 
the accommodation is to the employer.
Both Stanley and Davis claim 
the right to an exemption under 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act.
“Our history is filled with accommo-
dations for people’s religious freedom 
and conscience,” Davis said in a Sept. 
1 statement published by her law-
yers. “I want to continue to perform my 
duties, but I also am requesting what 
our Founders envisioned—that con-
science and religious freedom would 
be protected. That is all I am asking.”
The vital difference between the 
cases of Stanley and Davis is who 
employs them. As a flight attendant 
for ExpressJet, Stanley’s primary duty 
isn’t to serve alcohol to passengers. She 
could easily serve soft drinks while 
University, Hampshire College and 
Central Connecticut State University 
already include information about pre-
ferred first names and pronouns in these 
publications. Every student might not 
read the handbook from front to back, 
but including the information makes 
a statement that the college stands for 
inclusiveness and takes steps to ensure it.
Brown University’s orientation includes 
an activity titled “Engaging Diversity 
at Brown and Beyond.” Columbia 
could also consider adding a similar 
component to its orientation to edu-
cate incoming students about various 
genders, sexualities and backgrounds 
they will encounter during their time at 
the college. Students come to Columbia 
from all over the world, including less 
progressive and accepting communities. 
Students who have not had personal 
experiences with peers who identify 
across the gender spectrum might be 
less knowledgeable or sensitive regard-
ing gender identity. In these instances, 
education is key. Students who identify 
outside of the gender binary are frequently 
asked repetitive questions about identity, 
gender and sexuality. By creating more 
another flight attendant served alcohol.
Conversely, Davis is a civil servant. 
The National Association of Counties 
outlines four major duties of a county 
clerk, one of which comprises “mis-
cellaneous duties including those of 
notary public, administration of oaths, 
certification of acknowledgments, dec-
larations, instruments and protests.”
Issuing marriage licenses that are 
valid according to state and federal law is 
a central aspect of Davis’s job. After the 
Supreme Court’s decision, same-sex mar-
riage was recognized as a right of all U.S. 
citizens. By refusing to issue licenses and 
obstructing her employees from issuing 
them, she is depriving lesbians and gays of 
the right to marry and unconstitutionally 
introduces religion into government.
As a government employee, Davis 
should honor and uphold the law. Despite 
her claims, she isn’t answerable to God 
at work. She is answerable to the resi-
dents of Rowan County, whose rights 
are determined through legislation and 
democratic process, not religion. When the 
religious beliefs of private sector employ-
ees make it uncomfortable or impossible 
for them to complete a task at work, they 
should work with the employer to find 
a solution. However, when government 
employees limit citizens’ rights based 
on their own personal religious beliefs, 
it is time to find a new line of work.
resources for allies to learn and engage 
with gender-fluid and genderqueer 
peers, all communities will benefit.  
Normalizing the use of preferred 
pronouns is also critical to ensuring 
all students feel safe and respected. A 
Sept. 8 Student Loop email publicized 
the Gender Inclusive Initiative and 
provided a practical format for including 
preferred pronouns in email signatures. 
Professors can take the initiative one 
step further by asking students to 
include their preferred pronouns when 
presenting introductory information 
about themselves, such as their name 
and major. Students can also add their 
preferred pronouns to their profiles on 
Moodle, which provides a permanent 
reference for their professors and peers.
Student organizations should uti-
lize Multicultural Affairs’ name tag 
and button templates that include a 
space to write preferred pronouns.
In this instance, the college’s actions 
speak louder than words. Multicultural 
Affairs’ Gender Inclusive Initiative ensures 
Columbia’s diversity and inclusiveness 
will continue to evolve and make all stu-
dents feel safe and welcome on campus.
editorial
Initiative benefits students 
across gender spectrum 
editorial
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Millennials must 
take pride in their 
present and future
why did West, who actually belongs 
in the generation X pool—those ages 
35–50—state, “We are millennials, bro. 
This is a new mentality,” in his accep-
tance of the Video Vanguard Award? 
Despite Twitter’s outpour the same 
night from actual millennials declar-
ing West could not label himself as 
such, he insists the label is more a state 
of mind than a matter of birth year. 
A 2010 Pew survey described the blos-
soming millennial generation as confident, 
self-expressive, liberal and open to change. 
By definition, West is the perfect fit. The 
artist known for calling himself a god 
spent much of his acceptance speech call-
ing upon his adopted generation to display 
those qualities. He urged millennials to 
express themselves, learn confidence and 
not teach their children low self-esteem 
driven by brand obsession, as he suggests  
previous generations may have done. 
West is promoting self-confidence, but 
he’s preaching to a group that refers to 
its members as “self-absorbed,” “waste-
ful” and “greedy,” according to the 
report. By contrast, the gen X-ers and 
baby boomers were 20–40 percent more 
likely to take ownership of their gener-
ational label, according to the Sept. 3 
report, and they commonly used terms 
like “responsible,” “hard-working” and 
“self-reliant” to describe their groups. 
The report observes that many millen-
nials have not yet reached the point in their 
lives of having great responsibility.  The 
oldest members are about 34 years old 
and might not have purchased a home or 
commentary
had children, but the report suggests this 
is likely to change by the time the next 
generational survey rolls around in 2020.
Aside from confidence, millennials rated 
themselves the lowest in each category 
compared to all other generations, with 
their most positive responses being that 36 
percent of respondents called themselves 
“hard-working,” compared to 54 percent of 
gen X and 77 percent of baby boomers. In 
terms of empathy, 27 percent of millen-
nial respondents said their generation is 
“compassionate,” not too far behind gen X 
at 33 percent and boomers at 47 percent. 
As a millennial, I have seen peers 
express disdain for the generational label 
many times. The only time anyone within 
my age group even utters the word  is when 
it is the butt of a joke. Although the notion 
of labeling each generation is more a tool 
for social scientists and market research-
ers, it’s still surprising that millennials 
don’t have just a shred more pride. The 
report revealed that not only do most mil-
lennials reject the term, but many would 
rather adopt a different label—about 33 
percent consider themselves part of gen 
X, and only 45 percent of younger millen-
nials ages 18–26 identify with the group. 
The disconnect may be a result of 
most of millenials growing up during 
a technological revolution, causing 
parents and teachers to refer to the 
generation as “lazy,” “spoiled” or 
“misguided” because homework was 
done with the help of a Google search. 
However, millennials should take pride 
in being the first generation to be at the 
forefront of the development of these 
new communication methods. They 
grew up with the Internet, cell phones 
and social media—all things they 
didn’t have to adapt to or learn to love. 
As the most populous living generation 
and the majority of the U.S. workforce, 
millennials should build a sense of 
confidence. If they really are open to 
change, they will innovate, creating new 
industries and setting the tone for social 
expectations of generations to come, 
making good on West’s call that they 
become a generation of more confident, 
creative and well-meaning individuals. 
 ksenese@chroniclemail.com
» kyra senese     
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Some viewers of the 2015 MTV Video Music Awards found it funny when Kanye West dubbed 
himself part of the millennial generation. 
At 38, he’s not technically part of the 
18–34 crew, but his attitudes might be 
more in line with this generation than 
many in the appropriate age group.
 A Sept. 3 Pew Research Center report 
revealed just 40 percent of millennials 
identify with the generational label. But 
OPINIONS
What do you think 
of the new Gender 
Inclusive Initiative?
student poll
maddie mettie 
Freshman theatre  major
“I like how at orientation they 
had nametags that had preferred 
pronouns.” spencer hunt 
Junior cinema art + sci-
ence major
“I’ve never heard of it.”
manuela alcala 
Senior television major
“I think it’s necessary for a school like 
Columbia. It’s moving forward.”
» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE/CHRONICLE
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New Northerly Island 
Preserve gives peaceful 
perspective on city
A 43-ACRE NATURE preserve opened at the 
south end of Northerly Island, 1521 S. Linn 
White Drive on Sept. 4. The preserve offers 
a path for residents to walk, bike and bird 
watch where an airport runway used to be 
until the lease expired in 1996.
The space is located near the First Merit 
Bank Pavilion, a popular music venue 
located at 1300 S. Linn White Drive. The 
space  was renovated using funds from a 
federal grant from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and funding from the Chicago 
Park District, creating a space for residents 
to connect with nature and promote wildlife 
Chicagoans and visitors 
can run or bike on 
the multipurpose 
path at the park.
development, Chicago Park District spokes-
woman Zvezdana Kubat said.
The park offers Chicagoans and visitors 
a one-mile multipurpose trail around the 
island, a four-acre lagoon and a view of the 
city, Kubat said.
“If you’ve been back there, you’ve seen that 
a lot of the land is still behind fences because 
[the Army Corps of Engineers is] getting 
the plants established, but that also means 
certain programming that we would like 
to do, we can’t because we can’t be on the 
lawn,” said Teishetta Daniel, center director 
of Northerly Island Park.
When the park opens in its entirety, 
the Chicago Park District will offer 
fishing, camping, nature programs and 
stargazing events, Kubat said.
“There’s a lot of opportunity down the road 
for when the park fully opens,” Kubat said.
According to Kubat, the park will not be 
fully opened for at least another year.
Doug Blanchard, who works at Jensen 
Litigation Solutions in the Loop, said he has 
been running at Northerly Island Park for 
many years.
“They did a great job. It’s nice to have it open 
again,” Blanchard said. “I think [my favorite 
part is] being out at the lake without noise 
from Lake Shore Drive and the city, and you 
can still see the skyline, but it’s definitely 
out of the city.”
Daniel said the park is also a place for 
» mckayla braid  
 METRO REPORTER
residents to interact with nature.
“It’s very rare to find a natural area like 
this so close to the city center, and we 
wanted to pay homage to Daniel Burnham 
[ the legendary city planner] and his vision 
for the site as well as offering amenities 
to our park patrons,” Kubat said.
The city 
skyline can 
be seen from 
the four-acre 
lagoon at 
Northerly 
Island 
Preserve.
SE
E 
PR
ES
ER
VE
, P
AG
E 
36
The preserve opened on Sept. 
4 and is located at the South 
end of Northerly Island.
» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
METRO Chicago-Cook Task Force fights heroin » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
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Violence for more than a year, said the 
solution to saving lives and changing cul-
ture is to have credible messengers in the 
neighborhood where violence occurs.
“If you’re going to change a culture, you 
cannot change it externally,” Buettner said. 
“You have to go in and be in that culture. 
Someone like you or I couldn’t do that. We 
need credible messengers who are people 
from those communities who have walked 
in their shoes before.”
Some organizations use love and com-
passion as the ultimate tool of success in 
the face of violence rather than a commu-
nal approach to  lowering the statistics of 
violence in Chicago.
Mothers Against Senseless Killings, an 
organization comprised of women primar-
ily in Englewood, fights to keep children 
safe by conducting events like patrolling 
75th and Stewart streets with the goal of 
preventing gun violence while creating a 
community.
Everloyce McCullough, a grandmother 
and longtime Englewood resident, is a 
MASK member and said she believes love, 
compassion and understanding can change 
a community overrun by violence.
“When we started patrolling the streets, 
people looked at us suspiciously [ques-
tioning] ‘Are they the police?’ because 
that’s the mentality [in Englewood],” 
McCullough said.
McCullough added that people responded 
positively after realizing MASK was serv-
ing to help Englewood, as well as the City 
of Chicago, with an empathic approach.
“They’re routinely being called thugs, 
gangsters or [told] their lives are worth-
less,” McCullough said. “We treated 
them like people, and guess what? They 
METRO
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Chicago hits 
deadliest day in 
over a decade
ON SEPT. 2, Chicago notched the highest 
number of deadly shootings in a single day 
for the first time in more than a decade 
with nine gun-related fatalities. Murder 
rates had been down by more than 13 
percent since 2014, according to Chicago 
Police Department statistics, but the spike 
in violence disturbs many Chicagoans 
working to combat it.
The Englewood neighborhood has 
been especially hard hit in recent years. 
Twenty-nine students of its area’s Harper 
HighSchool were shot–eight of them 
fatally–during 2012-2013.
“These kids don’t have a choice,” said 
Englewood resident Deonte Tanner,  a 2013 
HHS graduate and valedictorian, Tanner 
won the Bill and Melissa Gates Foundation 
Millennium scholarship, earning him a full 
ride to Marquette University in Milwaukee. 
 “They see people carrying guns and sell-
ing drugs,” Tanner said. “They don’t see 
anybody going straight home and [study-
ing]. It’s hard to see [positive influences] 
when the violence is foreshadowing every-
thing else. Growing up in [Englewood], you 
become accustomed to [violence],” Tanner 
said. “Shootings and killings are the norm 
in this neighborhood. If we went a weekend 
without [violence], it would be a surprise.”
Kathy Buettner, director of communi-
cations at Cure Violence—an organiza-
tion that approaches violence as a public 
health issue that can be aided by the help 
of a community and its members—said 
she believes there are three steps in the 
public health model: identify and interrupt 
violence before it occurs, work with indi-
viduals whose behaviors indicate violent 
tendencies and shift community norms 
to assert that violence is not an acceptable 
approach to the solution.
“Many of the shootings are acts of retal-
iation to another shooting,” Buettner said. 
“There is another way we can talk this out. 
We can mediate things as opposed to pick-
ing up a gun.”
Buettner, who has worked for Cure 
» gretchen sterba  
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responded like people.”
There were no shootings in Englewood 
last Fourth of July weekend, while in the 
past, it is usually the weekend when the 
most violence occurs in Chicago, accord-
ing to McCullough. She said she believes 
MASK contributed to the drastic shift of a 
decreased violence in Englewood.
“These kids have been dehumanized 
and made to feel as if they’re nothing,” 
McCullough said. “In a lot of instances, our 
communities are criminalized—even the 
good kids. You have to embrace everybody 
by engaging them and interacting with 
them. If we’re going to have any impact, 
we’re not going to put up barriers—we have 
to actually embrace them and then they 
ultimately think, ‘They’re just like us.’”
Tanner said he agrees with McCullough’s 
approach to treat the potential violent res-
idents of Englewood with love and respect, 
as well as instilling ambition that will ulti-
mately change their lives, as well as their 
community as a whole.
“These kids can’t see certain things, so 
they can’t dream it either,” Tanner said. 
“It’s so crowded with people saying they 
can’t do this or they won’t become this. 
But if he or she can dream, they can make 
it out. I just ask the kids a simple question: 
Do they want to be a product of the envi-
ronment or a service to it? A service would 
be making a difference, being a differ-
ence. There’s an alternate victory in their 
temporary struggle.”
gsterba@chroniclemail.com
» ZOE HAWORTH /CHRONICLE
If we’re going to have any impact, we’re not going 
to put up barriers—we have to actually embrace 
them and then they ultimately think, ‘They’re just 
like us.’ 
— Everloyce McCullough
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Teal lights to illuminate 
city for ovarian cancer
not only the lives of the women 
diagnosed, but also their friends 
and family.
“Ovarian cancer is more than a 
woman’s disease,” Cord said. “If the 
women in your life are affected, it’s 
going to have a big impact on your 
life also. We want everyone—men 
and women alike—to learn to 
recognize the symptoms of 
ovarian cancer.”
Cord said she hopes the aware-
ness month will encourage ongoing 
discussion between women and 
their doctors.
Lisa Mauti, vice president of 
marketing at the Ovarian 
Cancer Alliance, said she 
hopes the awareness month will 
spark dialogue about the disease 
to help people recognize early 
symptoms, including bloating, 
 TEAL LIGHTS ARE scheduled to shine 
across Chicago ’s skyline—as well 
as other major U.S. cities—Sept. 
14 to raise awareness of Ovarian 
Cancer Month.
In Chicago, 13 sites—including 
the Willis Tower, Water Tower 
Place and O’Hare and Midway 
airports—are participating in the 
Teal Lights campaign.
“We have one building spell-
ing out #WhyTeal,” said Sandra 
Cord, Illinois chapter coordinator 
for the National Ovarian Cancer 
Coalition.“We want people to 
look [at the building] and wonder 
[what it means]. It’s another way to 
raise awareness.”
The goal of Ovarian Cancer 
Month is to educate, inform and 
encourage people about early 
detection of the disease. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, ovarian cancer 
is the fifth leading cause of death 
among  women.
The NOCC reported 20,000 
women in the U.S. will be diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer each 
year, and 15,000 die annually 
from the disease. However, early 
detection can increase  a patients 
survival rate.
Susan Fedor, an NOCC volun-
teer, has been with the organization 
since November 2013,  when her 
mother died from ovarian can-
cer. Fedor said she enjoys raising 
awareness so more people can 
become informed about the disease.
“People don’t know enough about 
it,” Fedor said. “Ask questions—
question your doctors and get other 
opinions.” 
Cord said ovarian cancer affects 
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IN THEATERS SEPTEMBER 25
TheInternMovie.com   |  #TheIntern  |  Soundtrack Available Now
THIS FILM IS RATED PG-13 FOR SOME SUGGESTIVE CONTENT AND BRIEF STRONG LANGUAGE.
Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago students with a valid student ID, staff, and faculty only and are distributed at the discretion of the promotional partner. Those that 
have received a screening pass or promotional prize within the last 90 days are not eligible. Please note: passes are limited and will be distributed on a first come, first served basis while 
supplies last. No phone calls, please. Limit one pass per person. Each pass admits two. Seating is not guaranteed. Arrive early. Theater is not responsible for overbooking. This screening will 
be monitored for unauthorized recording. By attending, you agree not to bring any audio or video recording device into the theater (audio recording devices for credentialed press excepted) 
and consent to a physical search of your belongings and person. Any attempted use of recording devices will result in immediate removal from the theater, forfeiture, and may subject you to 
criminal and civil liability. Please allow additional time for heightened security. You can assist us by leaving all nonessential bags at home or in your vehicle.
STOP BY THE COLUMBIA 
CHRONICLE OFFICES
33 EAST CONGRESS, SUITE 224,
 CHICAGO, IL 60605
TO GET A PASS FOR TWO 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
7:00PM
YOU AND A 
GUEST ARE 
INVITED TO 
A SPECIAL 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
COLUMBIA CHRONICLE
5x6.5 LH
METRO
Flats on LaSalle
www.flatsonlasalle.com
Rent rates starting at $1,200/month includes cooking 
gas, heat, water and extended basic cable.
NO SECURITY DEPOSITS
PETS WELCOME
Laundry room on the first floor, bike storage,
 secured building with overnight security, 
on-site maintenance and on-site management office. 
All units include ceiling fans, microwaves,
 fridge and gas stove. All units 
have been updated (appliances, cabinets, flooring, etc.) 
and prices may vary. 
Please contact our office at 
312.440.6968 to schedule a showing today
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David Dolak, a senior lecturer 
in the Science & Mathematics 
Department at Columbia, said the 
park is important because—in addi-
tion to its entertainment value—it 
gives birds a clear space to fly when 
they migrate.
“[These birds] having another 
place to stop [on their way to 
Florida] is very important,” 
Dolak said.
Because of the migration, people 
will see lots of small birds, hawks 
and the occasional snowy owl, 
Dolak said.
Throughout the year, the park 
district will host Adventure Days 
to bring a large crowd to the park 
to “focus on outdoor education and 
recreation,” Daniel said. The next 
Adventure Day is set for Oct. 17.
Past Adventure Days have cen-
tered on the seasons in which they 
occur, according to Daniel, with 
winter days being celebrated with 
snowshoes, campfires and hot 
chocolate. Other Adventure Days 
feature collaborations with  muse-
ums such as The Art Institute  or 
the Field Museum.
“I think it’s significant that a 
city this size would decide to do 
something like this, that the city 
has this commitment to keeping 
parks public and that the park is a 
natural area as well,” Daniel said. 
“To have a lot of silence and to see 
all the hustle and bustle, but not be 
able to hear it. That’s really special.”
 mbraid@chroniclemail.com
Artwork featured at the Daphne 
Garden in front of the park. 
The statues were installed at 
Northerly Island in 2008.
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Pilsen residents call for 
greater disability access  
the 25th Ward,  who said he attended 
meetings and helped distribute fly-
ers to local businesses in the neigh-
borhood in support of the cause, 
said key communication could 
be missing between him and the 
community groups. 
“Somewhere across the board, we 
are not communicating effectively,” 
Sanchez said.
Sanchez said he thinks the neigh-
borhoods are becoming more acces-
sible for residents. “Every street we 
have resurfaced,” Sanchez said. 
“We make sure all the sidewalks 
are ADA compliant, according 
to the standard. We are involved 
with the Mayor’s Office of People 
With Disabilities, and we pass 
out information to the businesses 
to teach them how to increase 
disability access.”
Sanchez also said the issue 
affects not only people with dis-
abilities, but  the entire city.
“This is not just a Pilsen issue, 
but a citywide and even national 
issue,” Sanchez said. Osbaldo Reyes 
has lived in Pilsen for two years, 
but said his wheelchair has made it 
difficult to live in the neighborhood.
“It’s been very frustrating know-
ing that 80 percent of the busi-
nesses are not accessible,” Reyes 
said. “Hopefully some of these 
business become more accessible, 
and we can see an integration of 
people with disabilities being able 
to participate in their community.”
Neighborhoods can become 
disability friendly in several ways, 
Garcia said, like having business 
owners add doorbells or ramps to 
the local stores. 
Garcia said Access Living plans 
to continue working with Solis and 
its next workshop is scheduled for 
Sept. 29.
SHOUTS OF “WHAT do we want? 
Access! When do we want it? 
Now!” were heard in front of the 
office of Alderman Danny Solis 
(25th Ward) in Pilsen on Sept. 3 
as residents protested for equal 
disability access.
Access Living, an organization 
that advocates for people with dis-
abilities, started an access cam-
paign in Pilsen after finding that 
the community’s businesses were 
not easily accessible for residents. 
“We want the businesses in the 
community to be accessible,” said 
Michelle Garcia, Latino commu-
nity organizer for Access Living.
The organization hosts infor-
mational sessions about every six 
weeks to educate residents on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Garcia said. Local business own-
ers are also invited to the events 
to learn how to comply with the 
ADA’s regulations, she said. Garcia 
said her organization is small, but 
members have toured Pilsen and 
compiled a list of buildings that are 
not accessible to disabled residents.
“On our first walk-through, we 
found 60 buildings down 18th 
Street that were not accessible to 
disabled people,” Garcia said. “We 
couldn’t cover them all, but we 
know there are way more.”
Garcia said her organization has 
tried to work with Solis throughout 
the campaign, but their efforts have 
been ineffective.
“Unfortunately, things just 
haven’t worked out the way [they] 
thought it would,” Garcia said. “We 
want him to be accountable for the 
promises he made to us.”
Vincent Sanchez, chief of staff of 
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Disabled residents in Pilsen 
fight for equal access rights. 
Residents say that their 
neighborhood businesses are 
not accessible for them. 
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Aaron Wolf grew up in Buf-falo Grove, Illinois, where he spent most of his child-
hood outdoors. After studying 
business at DePaul University, 
Wolf knew he did not want to 
spend his time in an office cubi-
cle but would rather be outside 
exploring and showing people 
the beauties of nature. He owns 
a company called Adventures 
Accessed, where he takes people 
on hiking trips and shows Chica-
goans a side of nature most have 
never seen. People can go for day 
hikes or stay in the outdoors over-
night. In either case, Wolf  guides 
the group every step of the way. He 
even packs backpacks for hikers 
using the same supplies as his 
own. All people have to do is pay 
a fee and supply their own toilet-
ries and food—Wolf handles the 
camping supplies. The Chronicle 
spoke to Wolf about his business, 
favorite childhood memories and 
why students should go on trips 
with him.
THE CHRONICLE: What 
inspired the idea for Adventures 
Accessed?
AARON WOLF:  I  studied business at 
DePaul getting everything ready 
to have a career in advertising, but 
it just wasn’t fulfilling for me. I 
really love to spend time outdoors 
Being in the office wasn’t satisfy-
ing, and I wanted something more. 
I wanted to do something on my 
own on my terms. I felt like my 
back was in the corner. [I thought], 
“I’m going to sit here in the office 
for the next 30 years of my life,” 
and to me, those efforts feel all 
for naught. I really wanted to do 
something I cared about. I love the 
city and I love nature. There’s this 
stigma that there’s nothing to see 
in the Midwest, but if you push 
through the rows of corn, you’ll 
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find these oases, national forests 
and state parks. It’s all within a 
five-hour drive, so I put together 
some resources, got a bunch of 
equipment [and] bought a large 
van. I’m just working on getting 
people out of the city.
What would you say to people 
who do not typically go outdoors?
You’ll learn who you are as a 
human being. There’s a connec-
tion that we have with nature [and] 
with being outdoors. There’s no 
question as to why people are in 
a better mood at the park on a 
sunny day—that’s where we belong. 
That’s where I feel that connection. 
I feel more human [outdoors] than 
I do living in the city. If everyone 
got the chance to spend time out-
doors, they might realize this is 
a beautiful place and we should 
take care of it.
What sets you apart from other 
travel companies?
We seek to form meaningful 
connections [between] you and 
the outdoors. We’re going to go to 
the places you don’t know about 
and, at the same time, I’m going 
to provide you [with] everything 
you need to thrive in the outdoors. 
I don’t know any company that is 
providing full backpacking sys-
tems, which not only cover tent 
and sleeping bags, but water and 
first-aid kits. Everything I put in 
my personal pack I duplicate and 
put in yours. Even on our day trips, 
everything is taken care of. I also 
encourage customers to make 
their own adventures if they have 
occupation: Owner of Adventures Accessed
Aaron Wolf
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their own idea. It hasn’t been done 
yet, [but] I want to do it.
What is your advice for college 
students who want to go on one 
of your trips?
Grab some friends and make 
an adventure out of it. I can guide 
the trip if you don’t know what 
you’re doing. I [like to work with] 
college students—the soon-to-be 
decision-makers are the people I 
want to work with the most. They 
should know they don’t have to do 
any work at all. I pack the back-
packs, make arrangements and get 
the permits. Everything is paid up 
front, [so] all you have to do is show 
up and bring your food, friends and 
a change of socks. Be prepared to 
follow guidelines about the out-
doors and embrace the experience. 
I’ll pitch tents, collect firewood—
whatever it takes to get people 
comfortable outside—all I want 
people to know [is] they’re taken 
care of. The city will always be 
here when you get back, [but] the 
forest might not be. Get outdoors, 
Chicago—I offer student discounts.
Do you think understanding the 
environment is essential for this 
generation to make important 
decisions later on?
How are you going to understand 
the issues in the environment if 
you haven’t even been out there to 
see it yourself and see the impact? 
People just have to experience the 
outdoors—it’s crucial. They don’t 
even have to know about the issues, 
but if you understand the area, the 
environment, the ecosystem that 
you visit and have any connection 
[to it], you will be more likely to 
want to help out.
What is your favorite memory 
about nature?
There was one camping trip 
when I was 10 with my friend, his 
older brother and their father. We 
went on a hike and climbed this 
steep hill through the ferns and 
everything was just so green, lush 
and beautiful. I expected to see 
a road at the top and I expected 
to hear cars go by, but I just saw 
more hills and exposed rock and 
blossoms and I thought to myself, 
“Oh my God, this is amazing. I 
want to just keep going and keep 
walking and see what’s out there.” 
We eventually got lost and had to 
scream—all of us—for my friend’s 
dad to show up.
neighborhood: Roscoe Village
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Aaron Wolf enjoys spending his time 
outside. He runs his own company 
called Adventures Accessed. 
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mocp.org Suntag NohImjingak Peace Park on the border  
between South Korea and North Korea  
(Demilitarized Zone), 2007
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pain, back pain, menstrual 
changes and fatigue.
“Those are symptoms  every 
woman experiences, but when you 
experience them 12 times in one 
calendar month, that’s when you 
should  see your doctor,” Mauti said.
There are a number of events 
planned throughout September in 
honor of Ovarian Cancer Month, 
according to Cord. 
The National Ovarian Cancer 
Coalition has partnered with Savior 
Thrift stores to distribute symptom 
cards to customers.
To thank volunteers, donors and 
supporters  of the NOCC will host a 
Teal Light night cruise celebration 
on Sept. 18 on the Wendella Boats 
cruise line.
“We [will] celebrate all the work 
our members, volunteers and sup-
porters have performed throughout 
the year,” Cord said.
Cord added that the chapter will 
also participate in the Chicago Half 
Marathon  Sept. 27 by wearing teal 
shirts to raise awareness.
“Every impression we make is 
one step closer to another person 
being aware and being able to have 
an impact on the life of their family 
and friends,” Cord said.
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The Chicago 
skyline will shine 
teal lights in 
support of Ovarian 
Cancer Month
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